Law  Enforcement  New^ 


Vol.  XXVIH,  No.  585  A publication  of  John  Jay  College  of  Criminal  Justice/CUNY 


October  15,  2002 


In  this 
issue: 

Around  The  Nation:  A 
coast-to-coast  roundup  of 
police  news  Pages  2,  3. 
People  & Places:  The  plot 
thickens,  a man  of  action, 
chiefs  birthday  greetings,  no 
glass  ceiling  in  Albany, 
sources  of  concern, 
innovative,  but  nothing 
radical  Page  4. 

Off  the  hook:  Federal  safety 
agency  clears  Ford  in  Crown 
Vtc  crashes  Page  5. 

Not  going  postal:  State 
police  will  no  longer  take 
crime  stats  through  the  mail 
— only  Internet.  Page  5. 

Up  in  smoke:  Waco  PD 
eases  policy  on  applicants' 
pot-use  history  Page  5. 

The  411  on  311:  Austin  likes 
Its  nonemergency  phone  line 
Page  6. 

Heading  for  the  exits: 
Hartford  cops  see  red  over 
sensitivity  training  Page  6. 
New  look:  Neighborhood 
watch  group  adds  to  its  post- 
9/11  mission  Page  6. 

A third  alternative:  Court 
programs  target  mentally  ill 
defendants  Page?. 

Let  us  spray:  Buffalo  to 
change  policy  over  pepper 
spray  misuse  Page  7. 

Last  roll  call:  2001  was  a 
deadly  year  for  police  chiefs 
Page  7. 

Denver  blackout:  Groups 
still  see  red  over  edited 
intelligence  files  Pages. 
Forum:  More  school 
resource  officers,  fewer 
Nintendos  Page  9. 

Criminal  Justice  Library: 
Lessons  from  400  years 
experience  as  police 
executives,  why  good  cops 
go  wrong.  Page  11. 
Upcoming  Events: 
Professional  development 
opportunities  Page  11. 


Bulletproof?  Not  exactly. 

NYPD,  Point  Blank  settle  over  vest  penetration  by  .357  Magnum 


A Long  Island,  N.Y.,  manufacturer 
of  police  and  military  body  armor  has 
agreed  to  replace  1 ,000  of  the  New  York 
City  Police  Department’s  bullct-rcsis- 
tant  vests,  after  a field  test  held  at  the 
NYPD's  shooting  range  showed  pen- 
etration of  the  vests  by  a .357  Magnum 
round. 

The  agreement  settles  a dispute  that 
has  been  simmering  for  months  be- 
tween the  NYPD  and  PointBlank  Body 
Armor  Co.  A probe  of  the  vests’  effec- 
tiveness was  launched  during  the  sum- 
mer after  one  officer  noticed  that  his 
body  armor  seemed  to  lose  some  resil- 
iency after  it  became  wrinkled.  While 
the  vests  slopped  some  high-caliber 
bullets,  it  did  not  stop  all.  Tests  by  an 
independent  laboratory  yielded  the 
same  results. 

According  to  Rich  Roberts,  a 
spokesman  for  the  International  Union 
of  Police  Associations,  when  the  .357 
Magnum  hollow-point  round  hit  the 
target,  it  fragmented  and  traveled  up- 
ward to  where  a person’s  shoulder  area 
would  be  A retired  NYPD  detective 
and  a certified  arms  instructor  had  simu- 
lated a human  torso  using  drywall  buck- 
ets packed  with  sand  bags,  and  then 
wrapped  a vest  around  the  dummy,  he 


said. 

'That  would  have  resulted  in  sub- 
stantial tissue  damage."  Roberts  told 
Law  Enforcement  News.  "It  would 
have  been  a very  bad  wound,  if  not  fa- 
tal.” 

Although  the  NYPD  initially  be- 
lieved that  1 .000  vests  might  be  defec- 
tive. officers  now  say  the  figure  might 
be  as  high  as  5,000.  Under  the  agree- 
ment. the  company  will  recall  1.000 
vests  and  provide  the  same  number  of 
replacements  free  of  charge,  but  they 
will  be  a heavier  version  used  by  the 
military.  Point  Blank's  parent  company. 
DHB  Industries  Inc  . will  also  allow  the 
city  to  buy  about  5.300  of  the  latest 
vests  at  a reduced  price,  industry 
sources  told  Newsday 

Sam  Cabral,  president  of  the  lUPA, 
said  last  month  that  the  union  was  ad- 
vising its  100.000  members  to  avoid 
buying  the  vests.  'There’s  just  no  room 
for  mistakes  in  our  profession.”  he  said. 

During  a press  conference  in  Sep- 
tember. Cabral  issued  a challenge  to  the 
head  of  DHB  that  he  actually  wear  one 
of  his  own  vests  while  being  shot  at 
"before  he  expects  our  officers  to  wear 
it " 

The  lUPA  has  advised  its  members 


Drug  seizures,  budgets 
hit  a brick  wall  in  Utah 


A 20-month  old  referendum  aimed 
at  curbing  asset  forfeiture  has  effec- 
tively pul  the  brakes  on  all  drug  sei- 
zures in  Utah  and  severely  affected  law 
enforcement  budgets  statewide,  accord- 
ing to  state  and  police  officials,  who  are 
launching  their  own  legislation  to  coun- 
teract some  of  the  damage  they  said  has 
been  wrought  by  Initiative  B. 

The  initiative  was  passed  by  an 
ovenvhelming  69  percent  of  voters  in 
November  2000.  Billionaire  financier 
George  Soros  was  one  of  three  busi- 
nessmen svhose  donations  to  the  refer- 


Bratton  takes  his 
show  to  Hollywood 


After  leading  the  New  York  City 
police  in  the  mid-1990s  and  ushering 
in  a period  the  city  still  enjoys,  wherein 
residents  expect  crime  to  remain  at  low 
levels,  former  commissioner  William 
Bratton  has  come  back  for  a second  act. 
this  time  leading  a personnel-starved, 
demoralized  Los  Angeles  Police  De- 
partment. 

Bratton,  54.  was  the  choice  of 
Mayor  James  K,  Hahn,  who  selected 
him  from  a list  of  finalists  that  also  in- 
cluded former  Philadelphia  Police 
Commissioner  John  Timoney,  who  also 
served  as  Bratton’s  second-in-com- 
mand in  New  York,  and  Oxnard,  Ca- 
lif.. Chief  Art  Lopez,  a 27-year  veteran 
of  the  LAPD.  The  City  Council  con- 


firmed Bratton's  appointment  on  Oct. 
1 1 by  a vote  of  1 4 to  1 . he  will  be  sworn 
in  on  Oct.  28 

"rve  got  to  give  Jim  Hahn  credit," 
said  Rick  Caruso,  chairman  of  the  ci- 
vilian police  commission,  which  rec- 
ommended the  three  finalists  to  the 
mayor.  "He  made  a tough  choice,  and 
he  made  the  right  choice  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city,”  Caruso  told  The 
New  York  Times. 

Under  New  York  Mayor  Rudolph 
W.  Giuliani,  Branon  was  credited  with 
slashing  crime  rates  and  mtroducing  the 
CompStat  concept  to  law  enforcement. 
He  has  also  been  police  commissioner 
of  Boston  and  chief  of  the  New  York 
Continued  on  Page  8 


to  determine  whether  their  department 
uses  the  armor,  and  if  so,  to  bring  it  to 
the  attention  of  the  agency’s  armorer 
so  the  vests  can  be  examined,  said  Rob- 
erts. 

Former  employees  of  Point  Blank 
have  told  the  union  that  they  were  made 
to  place  updated  labels  on  outdated 
vests,  Roberts  said. 

"This  is  real  serious  because  the 
shelf  life  of  body  armor  is  anywhere 
from  five  to  10  years,  depending  on 
use."  he  told  LEN.  A vest  is  going  to 
degenerate  more  quickly  the  more  of- 
ten it  is  used  due  to  sweat  “If  a com- 
pany is  actually  selling  outdated  vests, 
we  think  this  is  terribly  serious" 

Other  charges  made  against  the 
company  by  former  workers  included 
the  mislabeling  of  vest  sizes,  and  mis- 
matching the  shell  of  a vest  with  its 
ballistic  liner.  This  can  cause  bunching, 
leaving  the  wearer  vulnerable,  said 
Roberts. 

DHB  Industries  is  in  the  middle  of 
a labor  dispute  at  its  factory  in  Oak- 
land Park.  Fla.,  where  workers  have 


endum  got  it  on  the  ballot  and  helped 
get  it  approved  Officials  say  a 
S650.000  campaign  duped  residents 
into  believing  they  were  voting  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  property  owners. 

"When  you  went  to  the  ballot,  it  sim- 
ply read:  Protection  of  innocent  own- 
ers’ property."  said  Kirk  lorgensen, 
chief  deputy  for  the  state  attorney 
general's  office.  "You  look  at  this  thing 
and  you  think.  'What  could  be  more 
American?  I'm  going  to  protect  inno- 
cent people's  property.’  We  had  70  per- 
cent of  people  vote  for  something  that 
they  didn't  understand  and  had  no  clue 
how  it  would  effect  law  enforcement." 

In  an  interview  with  Law  Enforce- 
ment News,  Torgensen  said  Initiative 
B has  created  an  environment  wherein 
police  have  stopped  venturing  into  drug 
seizures.  Among  its  provisions  is  one 
that  triples  damages  against  law  en- 
forcement agencies  if  seizures  arc  done 
incorrectly.  "What  kind  of  chilling  ef- 
fect did  that  have?”  Torgensen  mused 

The  initiative  also  crippled  the 
state'sability  to  share  such  moneys  with 
federal  agencies,  which  would  then  re- 
turn a proportion  of  the  seized  assets  to 
police  departments.  There  is  as  much 
as  $3  million  to  $4  million  that  would 
be  returned  to  law  enforcement  if  not 
for  Initiative  B.  said  Torgensen. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  referendum, 
assets  that  are  seized  would  be  diverted 
to  the  state’s  schools.  Prior  to  Initiative 
B.  police  pulled  in  roughly  SI  million, 
which  was  used  in  turn  to  enforce  drug 
C'onlinued  on  Page  10 


been  striking  since  August,  and  is  be- 
ing sued  by  its  shareholders.  But  while 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Board  has 
said  that  a "substantial  number"  of  the 
accusations  made  against  the  firm  have 
merit,  officials  at  the  agency's  Miami 
office  said  there  were  "insufficient  evi- 
dence" to  support  the  misconduct  alle- 
gations made  by  union  organizers 


Price-fixing 
on  police  gear 

The  National  Association  of 
Police  Equipment  Distributors,  a 
trade  organization  for  about  25 
companies  that  sell  and  service 
police  equipment,  signed  a 
consent  decree  in  September  in 
lieu  of  fighting  an  antitrust  suit 
brought  by  the  Department  of 
Justice,  which  had  accused  the 
group  of  using  threats  to  subvert 
a federal  program  aimed  at 

Continued  on  Page  6 


No  stone  unturned 

State  and  federal  investigators  search  for  evidence  Oct.  10  outside 
the  gas  station  in  Manassas.  Va..  w here  a man  was  shot  and  killed  the 
night  before  as  he  filled  his  car’s  fuel  tank.  The  man  was  the  ninth 
person  to  be  shot  — the  seventh  fatally  — by  a sniper  striking 
seemingly  at  random  in  the  suburbs  around  Washington,  D.C. 

(Reuters) 
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Around  the  Nation 


C ONNKCTICI  T — Hartford  Police 
Officer  Gregory  DcPiclro  resigned  af- 
ter admitting  to  a variety  of  official 
misconduct  during  a job  interview  with 
the  West  Hartford  Police  Department 
DePietro  also  implicated  other  Hartford 
ofiicers  in  wrongdoing,  including  one 
incident  in  which  he  and  another  officer 
Hushed  seized  drugs  down  a police  sta- 
tion toilet  and  allowed  three  suspects 
to  go  free. 

MAINE  — Police  officers  throughout 
the  greater  Portland  area,  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  stale,  arc  undergoing 
Cnsis  Intervention  Team  training  aimed 
at  improving  interactions  between  the 
police  and  people  suffering  with  men- 
tal illnesses,  and  reducing  the  potential 
for  violent  outcomes  The  40-hour 
training  program  is  based  on  a nation- 
ally recognued  model  developed  by  the 
Memphis.  Tenn..  Police  Department 
(see  LEN,  Dec.  15/31.2000], 

Three  employees  of  the  Waldo  County 
Sheriff  s Department  were  hospitalized 
briefly  afier  a sulfuric  acid  spill  at  the 
department  The  building  was  ordered 
evacuated  and  a haz-mat  team  was 
called  in.  The  acid  is  one  of  the  chemi- 
cals contained  in  the  department's  sup- 
ply of  drug-testing  kits, 

MASS.\CHl'SETTvS  — The  union 
representing  police  officers  with  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Au- 
thority has  filed  a grievance  over  the 
department's  policy  that  prohibits  ob- 
scene language  on  the  job  The  hard- 
line policy  punishes  first-time  offend- 
ers by  suspending  them  without  pay 
The  department  is  currently  facing  a 
civil  rights  lawsuit  alleging  that  police 
used  “profane  and  vulgar  language" 
against  II  juvenile  plaintiffs 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  — Plans  to  ex- 
pand the  Candia  police  facility  have 
been  expedited  amid  concerns  that  the 
town  might  miss  out  on  a free 
intoxilyzer  machine  from  the  state  be- 
cause the  department  had  no  place  to 
put  the  $5,000  machine.  Last  year,  the 
stale's  Department  of  Health  and  Hu- 
man Services  awarded  Candia  the  ma- 
chine because  of  the  town's  increase  in 
drunken-driving  cases. 

NEW  JERSKN  — State  Trooper  John 
1,  Oliva.  36.  who  filed  a federal  law- 
suit against  the  stale  police  in  1998  al- 
leging that  his  career  was  sabotaged 
because  he  refused  to  engage  m racial 
profiling,  committed  suicide  at  a church 
m Absecon  on  Oct.  I . In  his  suit,  Livia 
said  that  another  trooper  coached  him 
to  target  white  men  m old  cars  leaving 
Camden,  on  the  assumption  that  they 
had  bought  drugs  His  reluctance  to  do 
so,  he  said,  led  to  negative  evaluations, 
transfers  and  harassment  by  fellow  of- 
ficers. 

The  mayor,  City  Council  and  police 
officers  in  Pompton  Lakes  all  agree  that 
a change  from  8-hour  to  1 2-hour  shifts 
for  the  police  would  be  beneficial,  but 
the  mayor  has  vetoed  a council  vote  to 
make  the  switch,  citing  a police  con- 
tract that  is  currently  in  arbitration 
Mayor  John  Mumn  pointed  out  that 
shift  changes  will  affect  personal  time, 
salaries,  and  vacation  — all  details  that 


need  to  be  negotiated. 

Students  stayed  home  from  public 
schools  in  Paterson  for  a second  day 
on  Sept.  27  after  rumors  of  possible 
gang  shootings  spread  throughout  the 
city.  Three  girls  who  did  not  want  their 
parents  to  go  to  the  annual  Back  to 
School  night  reportedly  started  a rumor 
that  their  boyfriends  would  shoot  some- 
one. Police  said  that  the  girls  will  not 
be  charged  because  they  did  not  make 
specific  threats  against  a person  or 
building. 

NEW'  $ ORK  — Niagara  Falls  Police 
Supt  Christopher  J Carlin,  who  has 
been  away  on  military  duty  since  Nov. 

5.  recently  pulled  off  a no-cost  swap  in 
which  the  department  acquired  1 2 new 
high-powered  rifles  in  exchange  for  two 
vintage  Armalile  fully  automatic  ma- 
chine guns  that  had  been  in  the 
department's  arsenal  for  30  years.  By 
surfing  Web  sites  and  making  phone 
calls.  Carlin  found  a St.  Louis  dealer 
who  was  willing  to  make  the  trade  The 
rifles  are  more  accurate,  can  penetrate 
body  armor,  and  pose  less  risk  to  by- 
standers as  they  don't  spray  like  ma- 
chine guns 

NEW  $ ORk  — New  York  City 
Mayor  Michael  Bloomberg's  recent 
Management  Report  found  that  police 
response  lime  dropped  to  7 2 minutes 
in  the  fiscal  year  that  ended  on  June  30. 
from  1 0 1 minutes  the  year  before,  de- 
spite a decline  in  the  number  of  patrol 
officers  and  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  calls  Policeofficialsadmiiihatmuch 
of  the  improvement  is  just  on  paper  as 
a result  of  administrative  changes,  but 
added  that  officers  are  definitely  arriv- 
ing quicker 

On  Sept.  26.  the  slate  certified  its  first 
group  of  volunteers  in  the  “Trucking 
Army.”  a federally  funded  program  that 
trams  truck  drivers  and  others  to  ob- 
serve and  report  national  security  and 
highway  safety  threats  The  initiative 
seeks  to  ensure  that  no  truck  is  used  as 
a weapon 

Four  officers  — New  York  City  police 
Sgt  Robert  Grettier.  Suffolk  County 
Officer  Thomas  B.  Foley,  and  state 
troopers  Michael  Christy  and  James 
Foley  — were  arrested  in  Suffolk 
County  Sept  1 8 on  charges  of  dealing 
illegal  drugs,  including  cocaine,  ste- 
roids and  methamphetamine  The  ar- 
rests capped  a seven-month  investiga- 
tion, and  authorities  said  more  arrests 
were  expected 

RHODE  ISL  AM)  — For  the  first  time 
in  Stale  Police  history,  the  department 
has  promoted  a woman  to  a commis- 
sioned officer's  post  Pamela  C.  lean, 
a 17-year  veteran,  was  upgraded  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant 

Following  through  on  a pledge  he  made 
when  he  took  office,  Newport  Police 
Chief  Charles  F Golden  has  launched 
an  initiative  to  have  the  department 
nationally  accredited  The  effort  is  ex- 
pected to  lake  two  years  of  preparation 
and  evaluation  and  cost  $ 1 5.000,  but  if 
successful.  Newport  will  have  one  of 
the  few  nationally  accredited  law  en- 
forcement agencies  in  the  state 

\ ERMOM'  — Former  Burlington 
police  officer  Patrick  Voorheis.  5 1 . was 
sentenced  Sept.  30  to  four  years  in 
prison  for  sexually  exploiting  a 13-ycar- 
old  mentally  disabled  girl  Voorheis  and 


(he  girl's  mother  discussed  via  com- 
puter taking  lewd  pictures  of  (he  girl 
and  giving  her  alcohol  to  relax  her 
Voorheis  said  that  he  only  engaged  in 
“fantasy  conversations"  and  that  he 
would  never  hurt  a child  The  girl's 
mother  is  serving  a 9-month  to  7-year 
sentence 


AL.\B.\M-\  — The  state  is  hiring  an 
additional  2 1 0 state  troopers,  which  will 
increase  the  ranks  by  33  percent-  The 
costs  of  75  of  the  troopers  will  be  paid 
for  three  years  witha$5  6-million  grant 
from  the  U.  S Office  of  Community 
Oriented  Policing  Service.  Gov.  Don 
Siegelman  said  that  the  troopers  will  be 
assigned  to  patrol  trouble  spots  on  the 
state's  highways. 

FLORID.\  — St.  Petersburg  police  are 
getting  new  40-caliber  Glocks  to  re- 
place their  current  9mm.  pistols  While 
the  new  weapons  have  more  stopping 
power,  some  officers  say  that  the  police 
are  still  overpowered,  as  they  have  been 
confiscating  an  increasing  number  of 
AK-47-style  rifles  from  criminals 

Paco,  a 1 3-year-old  macaw,  is  recover- 
ing and  is  back  with  his  owner  after 
helping  to  foil  his  own  theft  The  bird 
received  cuts  and  lost  some  tail  feath- 
ers when  four  burglars  attempted  to 
steal  him  from  his  cage  outside  of  his 
owner's  house  in  Miami-Dade  County. 
Paco  managed  to  escape  as  the  burglars 
fled  in  a sports  utility  vehicle  that  was 
also  stolen,  by  attacking  the  driver  and 
causing  him  to  lose  control  of  the  ve- 
hicle All  four  men  were  anested 

Officials  are  try  ing  to  determine  out 
why  Florida  Highway  Patrol  dispatch- 
ers failed  to  alert  troopers  in  II  coun- 
ties about  possible  terrorists  driving 
through  the  area.  Three  men  suspected 
of  being  terrorists  were  picked  up  in 
southwest  Florida  on  Sept  1 2 after  al- 
legedly driving  through  a toll  booth 
without  paying  Although  the  incident 
turned  out  to  be  a false  alarm,  and  the 
men  were  released  after  being  detained 
for  17  hours,  officials  don't  know 
whether  the  vehicle  would  have  been 
stopped  earlier  if  the  alert  had  been 
broadcast  to  all  the  counties.  The  three 
men  were  slopped  after  a woman  in  a 
restaurant  in  Georgia  said  she  overheard 
them  saying  that  a terrorist  event  was 
looming  on  Sept,  13. 

GEORGI  A — A special  grand  jury 
investigating  corruption  in  the  DeKalb 
County  Sheriffs  Office  ha.s  issued  a 2 1 - 
page  report  offering  a variety  of  rec- 
ommendations aimed  at  preventing  fur- 
ther abuse  The  grand  jury's  probe  has 
already  led  to  the  conviction  on  mur- 
der and  corruption  charges  of  former 
sherifl'  Sidney  Dorsey,  who  used  his 
position  to  award  lucrativejall  contracts 
and  used  prisoners  and  county  employ- 
ees for  personal  business.  Dorsey  re- 
ceived a life  sentence  for  ordering  the 
murder  of  his  successor.  Sheriff-elect 
Derwin  Brown  The  report's  proposals 
include  dismantling  or  more  carefully 
regulating  the  reserve  deputy  program; 
developing  an  electronic  monitoring 
system  to  track  all  jail  employees,  and 
allowing  only  misdemeanor  offenders 
out  of  jail  on  furloughs. 


LOl  ISl.ANA  — Former  Alexandria 
patrolman  Vince  Spurgeon,  who  svas 
fired  after  launching  a Web  site  that  al- 
legedly bashed  the  police  department 
and  some  of  his  fellow  officers,  is  ap- 
pealing his  dismissal.  In  May.  the  de- 
partment learned  of  the  site  and 
launched  an  investigation.  The  site  ha.s 
since  been  removed  from  the  Internet 

NORTH  CAROUNV  — Former 
Winterville  police  officer  Thomas 
Uzenski.  33,  pleaded  not  guilty  Sept. 
30  to  felony  charges  that  he  planted  two 
pipe  bombs  along  a state  highway  ear- 
lier this  year.  Uzenski  had  told  authori- 
ties that  he  found  the  first  of  the  two 
bombs  on  a routine  foot  patrol.  Pros- 
ecutors say  that  there  is  strong  labora- 
tory evidence  linking  trace  elements  to 
his  clothes- 

VIRGINIA  — The  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Sheriff  s Department  has  com- 
pleted training  deputies  in  the  use  of 
mobile  cardiac  defibrillators,  and  six  of 
the  machines  will  now  be  assigned  to 
specially  marked  patrol  cars  Sheriff 
Charles  Phelps  said  that  it  was  espe- 
cially important  to  have  the  life-saving 
equipment  m rural  areas  because  they 
county  does  not  have  a full-time  emer- 
gency response  team. 

The  Suffolk  City  Council  on  Sept.  18 
approved  a measure  requiring  that  resi- 
dents be  fingerprioled  any  time  they 
apply  or  reapply  for  a permit  to  carry  a 
concealed  weapon 

ThcGlouccsterCounty  Sheriff sOffice 
recently  tested  a new  training  theory  for 
responding  to  school  shootings  like  the 
one  at  Columbine  High  School  in  Colo- 
rado. At  the  time  of  the  Columbine  in- 
cident in  1999,  traditional  police  pro- 
cedures called  for  sealing  offlhe  school 
to  make  sure  the  shooters  couldn't  es- 
cape. Critics  have  said  that  this  may 
have  prolonged  the  shooting  spree  The 
Gloucester  training  drill,  details  of 
which  were  closely  guarded  in  advance, 
was  scripted  by  a committee  of  emer- 
gency officials. 

Expecting  major  disruptions,  more  than 
3.000  police  officers  from  Northern 
Virginia  responded  in  late  September 
to  anii-war  and  anti-capitalism  protests 
in  Washington  D C Officers  were 
deputized  as  U S.  marshals  and  placed 
under  the  command  ofthe  D.C  Metro- 
politan Police  Department  Although 
some  of  the  estimated  20,000  protest- 
ers said  that  police  were  loo  quick  to 
make  arrests  and  acted  too  aggressively, 
there  were  few  arrests  or  injuries 


ILUNOIS  — Chic^o  Police  Officer 
Benjamin  Perez,  a four-year  veteran, 
was  killed  instantly  by  a Mctra  com- 
muter train  Sept.  1 8 while  he  was  con- 
ducting surveillance  on  narcotics  activ- 
ity. using  a railroad  overpass  as  cover. 
A police  spokesman  said  that  Perez's 
parmer  warned  of  the  train’s  approach 
but  Perez  was  unable  to  step  out  of  the 
way  on  lime  Perez  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  three  small  children 

The  Chicago  Police  Department  has 
leased  six  Segway  Human  Transport- 
ers fortesting  One  officer,  Megan  Grif- 
fin. said  that  she  thought  the  85-pound, 


two-whceled  device  would  be  useful  for 
writing  parking  tickets  but  not  for  ag- 
gressive patrol.  In  the  two  30-minute 
sessions  that  she  used  it.  the  battery  had 
to  be  recharged  twice.  Central  Police 
District  manager  Joseph  Hppolito  said 
that  the  scooters,  which  have  a top 
speed  of  about  1 2 miles  per  hour,  might 
be  better  suited  for  patrolling  airport 
terminals. 

After  leading  police  on  a car  chase  and 
then  abandoning  his  vehicle  to  flee  on 
fool.  Daniel  G.  Stone.  23.  of 
Bloomington  was  stopped  in  his  tracks 
when  a tree  branch  struck  him  on  the 
head.  Fire  personnel  had  to  tend  to  a 
wound  caused  by  a piece  of  the  branch 
protruding  from  his  forehead  Stone 
faces  several  charges,  including  driv- 
ing under  the  influence  of  alcohol  and 
aggravated  fleeing  from  police 

Chicago  Alderman  Jesse  Granalo  has 
introduced  a bill  that  would  divert  a 
share  of  the  money  from  fines  against 
pimps  to  fund  women’s  services  He 
also  called  for  legislation  that  would 
make  a pimp's  abuse  of  a prostitute  a 
separate  criminal  offense  A study  done 
by  the  Center  for  Impact  Research 
showed  that  41  percent  of  .streetwalkers 
and  50  percent  ofthe  women  who  work 
in  escort  services  give  a cut  to  a pimp, 
and  that  most  of  them  live  in  fear  of 
harm  from  their  sex  brokers. 

INDIANA  — Police  in  Alien  County 
are  urging  Amish  residents  to  report 
crimes,  after  two  young  gunmen  held 
up  Amish  in  horse-drawn  buggies  in 
hvo  separate  Incidents.  Detectives  be- 
lieve that  Amish  are  frequently  targeted 
because  they  travel  on  rural  roads,  and 
that  other  robberies  may  have  gone 
unreported  Police  added  that  it  is  some- 
times difficult  to  follow-up  with  vic- 
tims because  the  men  work  long  hours 
and  do  not  have  telephones. 

KENTl'C'K\  — As  part  of  Operation 
Homecoming,  a months-long  investi- 
gation with  the  state  Department  of 
Corrections,  state  police  are  rounding 
up  prisoners  who  have  escaped  custody 
in  recent  years  Many  of  the  escapees 
were  felons  who  walked  away  from 
halfway  houses  or  work-release  pro- 
grams Starting  with  a list  of  1 00  former 
prisoners,  many  of  whom  were  found 
to  be  dead  or  m custody  elsewhere,  in- 
vestigators came  up  with  a final  list  of 
28  subjects 

OHIO  — Lorain  Police  Chief  Cel 
Rivera  has  had  to  do  some  patrolling 
lately  since  budget  problems  have  pre- 
vented the  city  from  hiring  replace- 
ments for  13  officers  who  have  retired 
or  resigned-  The  police  department, 
which  has  III  officers  when  fully 
staffed,  will  soon  be  losing  two  more 
officers,  to  the  FBI  and  another  police 
department.  Rivera  said  that  he  will  be 
forced  to  pull  officers  from  specialized 
assignments  and  the  schools  as  well  as 
pull  detectives  from  cases  to  answer 
calls. 

After  Joel  Yockey  was  named  as  a sus- 
pect in  the  abduction  and  murder  of  1 4- 
year-old  Kristen  Jackson,  people  are 
demanding  to  know  why  the  state's  le- 
gal system  had  labeled  him  a sexually 
oriented  offender — the  least  serious 
category  of  sex  criminals.  Neighbors  of 
the  slam  girl  say  they  were  never  noti- 
fied that  Yockey.  who  had  previously 
served  1 5 years  for  raping  a teenager, 
was  living  near  them.  While  police  in- 
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vestigatc.  Yockey  remains  m jail  for 
violating  the  conditions  of  his  parole, 
which  required  that  he  have  no  contact 
with  juveniles. 

Lafayette  Township  Police  Chief  Rick 
Schmidt  was  indicted  Sept  18  on 
charges  of  rape,  gross  sexual  imposi- 
tion and  burglary,  after  a local  woman 
claimed  that  he  raped  her  when  he  went 
to  her  home  to  take  a report  about  ha- 
rassing phone  calls  Although  Schmidt 
denies  that  he  had  any  sexual  contact 
with  the  woman,  ShenlTNei!  Hassinger 
said  that  DNA  evidence  left  "no  doubt 
m our  mind  that  it  was  him.” 

NMSCONSIN  — Rejecting  a claim  by 
the  city  of  Milwaukee,  the  U S.  Equal 
Employ  ment  Opportunity  Commission 
has  asserted  jurisdiction  over  a racial 
discrimination  complaint  filed  by  Po- 
lice Chief  Arthur  Jones.  The  city’s  at- 
torney said  that  Jones'  complaint  should 
be  dismissed  because  as  an  appointed 
official,  he  is  excluded  from  making 
discrimination  claims.  The  EEOC 
pointed  out  that  the  police  chief  is  not 
appointed  by  elected  officials  but  rather 
by  an  appointed  body,  the  Fire  and  Po- 
lice Commission.  In  his  complaint. 
Jones  said  that  he  was  subjected  to  a 
hostile  work  environment  The  Milwau- 
kee Sentinel  reported  that  even  as  crime 
rates  improved  in  the  city,  Jones’s  per- 
formance evaluation  scores  declined. 

The  Milwaukee  Common  Council  will 
look  at  the  police  budget  for  ways  to 
increase  patrols  in  the  city 's  rou^  mid- 
town neighborhood,  after  an  incident 
in  which  a mob  of  neighborhood  boys 
bludgeoned  Charlie  Young  Jr.  to  death 
with  broomsticks,  folding  chairs  and  a 
milk  crate  Police  have  charged  two 
men.  seven  teenagers  and  a 1 0-year-old 
with  reckless  homicide.  At  least  two 
adult  witnesses  allegedly  watched  the 
boys  arm  themselves  and  wait  for 
Young  without  calling  police. 


IO\^'A  — The  Lc  Mars  Police  Depart- 
ment is  passing  out  free  home  drug-test- 
ing kits  to  parents,  thanks  to  a donation 
from  Sparkle  the  Clown,  aka  local  resi- 
dent Dianc  Paugh.  with  the  help  of  Aid 
for  Lutherans  Paugh  said  she  decided 
to  do  something  after  speaking  with 
police  and  neighbors  at  a block  party 
during  National  Night  Out  in  August. 

KANSAS  — The  multiple-murder  trial 
of  Reginald  and  Jonathan  Carr  for  the 
killing  rampage  known  as  "the  Wichita 
horror”  began  on  Oct.  7 The  case  has 
sparked  a backlash  against  hate-crime 
laws  The  Carr  brothers,  who  are  black, 
allegedly  terrorized  the  city  of  Wichita 
during  a spree  in  December  2000  that 
included  robbery,  kidnapping  and  five 
brutal  murders  All  of  the  victims  were 
white.  Sedgwick  County  District  Attor- 
ney Nola  Foulston  sparked  an  outcry 
when  she  refused  to  charge  them  with 
hate  crimes.  The  race  issue  also  festered 
during  jury  selection  when  both  the 
defense  and  the  prosecution  wanted  to 
exclude  a black  juror  but  the  presiding 
judge  refused  to  dismiss  him 

MINNESOIA  — About  120  fire,  po- 
lice and  emergency  personnel  from  17 
agencies  participated  in  a large-scale 


emergency  response  exercise  on  Sept. 
22  at  the  Mall  of  America  in 
Bloomington.  After  the  Sept.  11,2001. 
attacks,  officials  believed  that  the  malt 
would  be  a likely  target  for  a terrorist 
attack.  The  drill  was  designed  to  see 
how  police  would  handle  a scenario  that 
included  bombs  with  low  levels  of  ra- 
diation. Ther  simulation  included  28 
fake  injuries  and  two  fake  deaths. 

MlSSOl  RI  — Part-time  Truesdale 
Police  OtTicer  Vernon  Seals,  35,  died 
after  being  hit  by  a suspect's  car  that 
witnesses  say  flipped  as  many  as  nine 
times.  The  driver  of  the  car,  which  po- 
lice were  chasing  because  they  believed 
the  two  men  in  it  were  involved  in  a 
home  invasion  robbery  in  Fulton,  also 
died.  The  passenger  in  the  car  was  hos- 
pitalized under  guard,  pending  charges 

The  city  of  Joplin  has  offered  to  grant 
amnesty  to  any  misdemeanor  offend- 
ers who  voluntarily  settle  outstanding 
warrants  before  Oct.  31  If  offenders 
come  forward,  all  administrative  fees 
will  be  waived  and  officials  will  work 
with  the  offenders  to  set  up  community 
service  By  early  October,  53  people 
had  come  fonvard. 

\EBR/\SKA  — Part  of  the  revenue 
from  a half-cent  city  sales-tax  increase 
that  was  passed  in  Norfolk  m Septem- 
ber will  be  used  to  hire  four  new  police 
officers  Some  observers  speculated 
that  the  measure,  passed  m a special 
election,  may  have  taken  on  greater  sig- 
nificance after  five  people  were  killed 
in  a bank  robbery  one  week  earlier 

NORTH  DAKOTA  — The  state  saw 
a decrease  in  violent  crimes  last  year, 
but  drug  an-ests  were  up  by  10.5  per- 
cent, propelled  by  a growing  metham- 
phetaminc  problem,  which  Attorney 
General  Wayne  Stenehjem  termed  the 
state's  most  serious  law  enforcement 
problem.  Overall,  major  crimes  in- 
creased by  1 8 percent,  but  half  of  those 
crimes  were  committed  by  juveniles 
Stenehjem  said  that  figure  is  particu- 
larly disturbing  since  juveniles  do  not 
even  come  close  to  making  up  half  of 
the  state's  population 

SOUTH  DAKOTA  — Minnehaha 
County  Sheriff's  Lt.  Paul  Niedringhaus 
was  in  Rapid  City,  off-duty  and  340 
miles  from  home,  when  he  recognized 
a suspect  m a five-year-old  burglary  in 
Sioux  Falls.  Niedringhaus  immediately 
called  the  Rapid  City  police  and  Kevin 
Lynn  Taylor  was  arrested  on  two  out- 
standing warrants  for  breaking  into  the 
same  house  twice,  in  1996  and  1997 
Neidringhaus.  who  was  the  detective  in 
the  burglaries,  said  he  recognized  Tay- 
lor because  of  an  eye  patch  that  he  wore. 


,\RIZON-\  — Arizona  recently  be- 
came the  1 5th  state  to  join  national 
Highway  Watch,  a voluntary  program 
in  which  truck  drivers  are  trained  to  use 
their  wireless  communication  and  lo- 
cation devices  to  report  security  con- 
cerns. The  Federal  Motor  Carrier  Safety 
Administration  has  set  aside  $1  5 mil- 
lion for  iraming  the  truckers. 

The  Cochise  County  ShenfTs  Depart- 


ment has  slapped  Lt.  Kalin  Conaway 
and  Lt.  Al  Tomlinson  with  one-day  sus- 
pensions. and  given  Cpl.  Floyd  Gregory 
a ‘letter  of  counseling",  after  the  three 
officers  transported  the  decomposed 
body  of  an  illegal  border-crosser  on  the 
hood  of  an  SUV.  The  officers  were  sent 
to  pick  up  the  body  of  Janet  Mata 
Mendez.  24.  and  when  they  did  not 
have  room  in  their  vehicle,  they 
strapped  the  body  bag  on  the  hood  of 
the  vehicle  and  drove  it  to  a sheriff's 
station  in  Bisbee. 

NEW  MEXICO  — Max  Gallegos,  a 
drywall  worker  accused  of  making  fake 
distress  calls  from  a police  officer's 
radio  when  he  was  working  at  the 
officer’s  home,  owes  the  city  of  Albu- 
querque $9,800.  A SWAT  team  re- 
sponded to  Gallegos's  calls,  which  in- 
cluded one  that  he  had  "just  killed  an 
officer."  He  is  being  charged  $100  for 
each  of  the  98  minutes  it  took  police  to 
determine  that  the  calls  were  a hoax. 

U.S.  Border  Patrol  Agent  Keith  Lewis 
was  found  dead  of  an  apparent  self-in- 
flicted gunshot  wound  on  Sept.  1 7 in  a 
Las  Cruces  motel  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  Lewis  was  being  sought  by  po- 
lice for  an  assault  on  his  wife,  and  was 
the  subject  of  an  arrest  warrant  charg- 
ing false  imprisonment  and  criminal 
sexual  penetration. 

OKLAHOMA  — On  Oct.  4,  thieves 
broke  into  an  anhydrous  ammonia  pipe- 
line. forcing  a partial  highway  closure 
of  U.  S.  75  near  Tulsa  for  several  hours 
while  authorities  tried  to  contain  the 
leak.  Authorities  believe  that  the  thieves 
intended  to  use  the  chemical  in  the 
manufacture  of  meihamphetamine. 

Clayton  Police  Chief  Timothy  D. 
Webb.  37.  is  being  held  on  a second- 
degree  rape  charge  for  allegedly  hax- 
Ing  sex  with  a fellow  officer's  1 5-year- 
old  daughter  The  girl  reportedly  told 
her  father  that  she  had  sex  with  Webb 
and  his  wife.  Dusty  — who  is  only  17 
— and  that  the  couple  initiated  the 
sexual  encounters  with  her 

TEX.kS  — Ferris  Police  Officer  Marty 
Stcinfeldt.  28.  and  another  man.  Pedro 
Moreno,  were  shot  and  killed  on  Oct.  6 
during  a gunfight  at  a service  station 
by  a gunman  who  is  in  critical  condi- 
tion. Witnesses  said  the  gunman.  Kent 
Sprouse,  asked  Moreno  to  help  him 
with  his  car  but  Moreno  reportedly 
didn't  understand  what  the  man  wanted 
Sprouse  then  shot  Moreno  in  the  face 
When  Stcinfeldt  arrived,  he  and 
Sprouse  exchanged  gunfire  Sleinfeldt's 
wife  is  expecting  their  first  child 

Agents  in  the  McAllen  sector  of  the 
US  BorderPatrolseized6,l33pounds 
of  cocaine  valued  at  $ 1 96  million  from 
October  2001  to  July  of  this  year  The 
haul  amounted  to  about  55  percent  of 
all  seizures  by  the  2 1 Border  Patrol  sec- 
tors nationwide 

The  Austin  police  monitor's  office, 
which  opened  six  months  ago  as  an  al- 
ternative to  filing  civilian  complaints 
directly  with  the  police,  has  received 
168  complaints  so  far,  That  compares 
to  125  complaints  typically  received  by 
the  department  in  a six-month  period 
Officials  said  that  they  expected  the 
number  of  complaints  to  rise  as  the  of- 
fice was  opened  in  hopes  that  people 
would  feel  more  comfortable  going 
there  instead  of  police  headquarters. 
Police  monitor  Ins  Jones  said  she  could 


not  draw  conclusions  from  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  complaints  came  from  mi- 
nority residents,  and  that  reasons  could 
include  more  police  interactions  with 
the  public 

UTAH  — Lee  Roy  Wood,  35.  pleaded 
guilty  to  capital  homicide  Sept  18  in 
the  shooting  death  of  Roosevelt  Police 
Chief  Cecil  Gurr.  who  responded  along 
with  two  other  officers  to  a domestic 
violence-related  call  in  July  2001. 
Wood  was  carrying  a rifle  and  abusing 
his  girlfriend  affer  a drug  deal  went 
wrong.  When  the  officers  arrived  on  the 
scene.  Gurr  called  out  to  divert  Wood's 
attention  from  the  younger  officers  and 
Wood  fired  five  rounds  at  Gurr.  killing 
him  with  a bullet  to  the  head  Wood's 
guilty  plea  let  him  avoid  the  death  pen- 
alty He  was  sentenced  to  life  in  prison 
without  possibility  of  parole  for  the 
murder,  as  well  as  two  consecutive 
terms  of  five  years  to  life  ui  prison  for 
the  attempted  murders  of  the  two  other 
officers.  (See  related  article.  Page  7.) 

Logan  police  arrested  Michael  L Hans 
after  a I3-ycar-old  girl  identified  him 
as  an  alleged  serial  molester  when  she 
saw  his  picture  in  a newspaper  feature 
on  people's  opinions  about  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  Sept  1 1 terrorist  attacks 
Hans  has  admitted  responsibility  for 
fondling  at  least  six  women  and  girls 
since  Aug.  5 

Law  enforcement  officials  from  around 
the  state  paid  their  final  respects  re- 
cently to  Iron  County  ShcrifT s Deputy 
Edward  Dare,  who  died  on  Sept.  24  in 
a rollover  accident  Dare.  57.  was  re- 
sponding to  an  emergency  call  when  his 
patrol  vehicle  went  off  the  road  and 
overturned  m a ditch. 


C .XLIFORM.A — The  Fontana  Police 
Department  will  hire  a use-of-force 
expert  to  review  its  training  and  poli- 
cies after  claims  that  excessive  force 
contributed  to  three  deaths  since  Feb- 
ruary One  of  the  deaths,  m which  the 
subject  was  allegedly  beaten,  hog-tied, 
and  pul  m a chokehold.  was  classified 
by  the  coroner  as  a homicide- 

On  Sept  1 7,  Gov.  Gray  Davis  signed  a 
bill  that  authorizes  rewards  to  be  given 
to  crime  tipsters  even  in  cases  where 
the  suspect  dies  The  existing  law. 
which  authorized  rewards  for  informa- 
tion that  leads  to  arrest  and  conviction 
of  criminals,  was  amended  in  response 
to  a Sacramento  killing  spree  last  year 
in  which  the  suspect  killed  himself 

The  FBI  and  the  Los  Angeles  Police 
Department  are  investigating  a fraud  m 
which  computer  criminals  hacked  into 
an  online  credit  card  processor’s  site 
and  rang  up  charges  of  $5.07  on  each 
of  at  least  140,000  credit  cards. 

It  started  when  Irvine  Planning  Com- 
missioner Anthony  Dragun,  who  is  con- 
fined to  a wheelchair,  bet  Police  Chief 
Mike  Berkow  a cup  of  coffee  that 
handicapped-parking  privileges  were 
being  widely  abused  within  the  city  A 
police  crackdown  has  now  found  that 
one  in  three  blue  special-parking  plac- 
ards are  being  misused,  and  nearly  1 00 


citations  have  been  issued  Irvine  offi- 
cials hope  that  the  crackdown,  in  which 
violators  face  fines  of  up  io$750.  will 
become  a model  for  other  cities. 

Gov.  Gray  Davis  signed  a bill  on  Sept 
16  that  alters  the  stale's  wiretap  law  to 
expand  its  use  to  investigations  of  sus- 
pected crimes  involving  bioterrorism. 
bombs  and  weapons  of  mass  Jestnic- 
tion.  Davis  had  wanted  a broader  bill, 
including  the  authorization  for  “roving" 
wiretaps,  but  legislators  crafted  the  bill 
to  comply  with  existing  law 

The  Slate  Highway  Patrol  ordered  that 
freeway  signs  flashing  an  Amber  Alert 
be  Turned  off,  after  motorists,  slowing 
down  to  read  the  sign,  created  a traffic 
jam.  It  was  the  first  time  the  sy  stem  has 
been  suspended  since  it  went  into  ef- 
fect in  July. 

IDAHO  — Administrators  at  North 
Idaho  College  will  issue  electronic  stun 
guns  to  senior  security  officers  after 
training  them  on  the  use  of  the  non-lc- 
thal  weapon  Because  firearms  are 
banned  on  campus,  the  officers  have 
only  used  pepper  spray  in  the  past. 

OREGON  — Officers  from  across  the 
state  are  taking  two-day  training  classes 
in  how  to  identify  potential  sexual 
predators  and  protect  children  Cory 
Jewell  Jensen,  the  assistant  director  at 
the  Center  for  Behavioral  Intervention 
m Beaverton,  leaches  police  officers 
and  school  officials  that  the  key  to  pre- 
venting child  sexual  abuse  is  not  the 
child  but  the  parent,  and  her  students 
are  learning  how  to  tram  parents  to  pro- 
tect their  children 

WASHINGTON  — The  Public  Safety 
Civil  Service  Commission  has  ordered 
Seattle’s  Personnel  Director.  Norma 
McKinney,  to  stop  plans  to  retest  more 
than  80  officers  who  took  the  sergeant’s 
e.xam  and  instead  release  the  results 
from  last  spring’s  oral  exams,  despite 
allegations  that  at  least  one  officer 
cheated.  The  commission  sided  with 
officers  who  had  filed  an  appeal  plead- 
ing that  they  should  not  be  penalized 
for  the  alleged  misconduct  of  others 

According  to  a survey  by  a state  advi- 
sory committee  on  juvenile  justice,  the 
number  of  juveniles  arrested  last  year. 
43.714.  was  the  lowest  since  1982.  The 
number  has  been  on  the  decline  since 
the  early  1990s.  Thejuveniic  arrest  rate 
for  violent  crime  also  reached  a 20-year 
low.  Police  and  youth  advocates  cred- 
ited programs  for  stemming  juvenile- 
crimc.  but  voiced  concern  over  the 
availability  of  such  programs  in  the 
future  during  tough  economic  times 

A 30-day  grace  period  expired  on  Oct. 
I on  a state-imposed  deadline  for  mu- 
nicipalities in  six  counties  to  submit 
zoning  changes  to  allow  for  a transi- 
tion home  for  sex  offenders  After  the 
state  reviews  the  changes,  officials  will 
look  at  three  potential  sites  and  hold  a 
series  of  public  hearings  before  mak- 
ing a decision.  The  deadline  is  a result 
of  a federal  court's  ruling  that  held  the 
slate  in  contempt  for  being  slow  to  pro- 
vide adequate  mental-health  care  and 
less-rcstriclive  facilities  for  offenders 
Officials  in  some  cities  resent  the  dead- 
line and  have  created  ordinances  thai 
allow  transition  homes  in  industrial  or 
commercial  districts.  Others  are  refus- 
ing to  make  the  zoning  changes,  gam- 
bling that  the  stale  won't  use  its  pre- 
emptive authority. 
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Crown  Vic  is  off  the  hook  — for  now 


Jusi  day)  before  the  completion  of  a government  investiga* 
tion  of  the  Crown  Victoria  Police  Interceptor  sedan,  which 
found  no  evidence  that  a safet>' -related  defect  was  the  cause  of 
fires  following  rear-impact  collisions,  the  Ford  Motor 
Company  this  month  agreed  to  pay  for  the  installation  of 
shields  around  the  gas  tanks  of  some  350,000  cruisers 
nationwide. 

The  Crown  Victoria  has  been  blamed  for  the  deaths  of  at 
least  1 1 officers  across  the  country  over  the  past  two  decades, 
and  has  been  the  subject  of  a number  of  lawsuits  in  several 
states  [see  LEN,  Sept.  1 5.  2002],  including  Arizona,  where 
three  taw  enforcement  officers  have  died  in  fiery  crashes  since 
1998, 

According  to  the  report  released  Oct.  3 by  the  National 
Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration's  Office  of  Defects 
Investigation  (ODI),  the  Crown  Victoria  meets  current  federal 
standards  that  require  it  to  withstand  a 30-mile-per-hour  rear- 
end  collision  without  excess  fuel  spillage.  Investigators  also 
concluded  that  no  one  factor  could  be  found  which  contributed 
to  the  leaks  that  followed  crashes.  Leaks,  the  report  said,  could 
have  been  caused  by  a deformed  frame  rail,  shock  absorber 
supports,  the  differential  cover  and  items  stowed  in  the  trunk. 

The  investigation  was  launched  in  November  2001  and 
looked  at  the  1992  through  2001  model  years.  Almost  all  of 
the  accidents  in  which  fuel  was  spilled  affer  impact,  investiga- 
tors concluded,  occurred  in  high-speed  incidents.  In  many  such 
crashes.  Crown  Victoria’s  lost  little  or  no  gas.  said  the  report, 

A census  of  all  fatal  accidents  occurring  on  public  hi^ways, 
called  the  Fatality  Analysis  Reporting  System,  found  that  the 
risk  of  a fire  per  fatal  rear  crash  in  Crown  Victoria  was 


A Crown  Victoria  used  in  a safety  test  shows  severe  penetration  after  a high-speed  rear-end  accident.  (NHTSA) 


comparable  to  that  of  Chevrolet  Caprice  police  cruisers,  another 
popular  vehicle  for  law  enforcement  before  General  Motors 
discontinued  production  in  1996. 

Last  month.  Ford  said  it  would  pay  to  retrofit  more  than  a 
quarter-million  Crown  Victoria  police  cruisers,  making  available 
an  upgrade  kit  through  its  dealerships.  Sue  Cischke,  the 
company’s  vice  president  of  safety  engineering,  said  Ford  was 


responding  to  concerns  raised  by  police.  Nonetheless,  she  told 
The  Associated  Press,  the  car  still  has  a strong  safety  record. 

Other  moves  aimed  at  enhancing  police  safety  include  the 
development  of  an  optional  trunk  package  designed  to  reduce 
the  potential  for  a fuel-tank  puncture  by  stored  items,  and  a 
template  that  can  be  placed  on  the  floor  of  the  trunk  to  indicate 
the  optimal  positioning  of  equipment.  . 


Not  going  postal  in  Pennsylvania: 

Internet  is  the  only  way  to  send  crime  stats 


Pennsylvania's  police  agencies  can 
save  their  postage  stamps,  because  the 
Slate  Police  will  no  longer  be  accept- 
ing crime  statistics  for  the  Uniform 
Crime  Reports  via  any  means  other  than 
the  Internet 

"It's  the  change  m business."  Sgt. 
Mike  Troxell,  of  the  Stale  Police's  re- 
search and  development  unit,  said  in  an 
interview  with  Law  Enforcement  News. 
"Internet  accessibility  is  out  there,  there 
are  free  Internet  services  available, 
there  are  various  federal  grant  pro- 
grams. and  some  federal  programs  that 
offer  access  through  800  numbers  to 
law  enforcement  agencies.” 

The  new  policy  has  come  as  a sur- 
prise to  some  criminal  justice  experts, 
as  well  as  to  some  law  enforcement 
agencies  Although  the  new  reporting 
system  is  intended  to  make  the  UCR 
more  accurate,  there  has  been  a drop- 
ofTin  the  number  of  participating  agen- 
cies Last  year.  127  fewer  departments 
in  the  state  supplied  data  than  had  the 
year  before 

Said  Alfred  Blumstein.  the  J Erik 
Jonsson  Professor  of  Urban  Systems 


Concerned  that  it  was  overlooking 
otherwise  qualified  candidates,  the 
Waco,  Texas.  Police  Department  has 
softened  its  policy  toward  applicants 
who  have  recently  smoked  pot. 

The  same  move  has  been  taken  by 
dozens  of  state,  local  and  even  federal 
agencies  that  have  found  it  difficult  to 
find  candidates  who  had  not  tried  mari- 
juana In  fact,  a survey  of  departments 
by  the  Waco  force  found  its  initial 
policy  of  eliminating  anyone  who  tried 
the  drug  more  than  SO  limes  to  be 
stricter  than  that  of  other  jurisdictions, 
said  Sgt.  Sherri  Swinson. 

"1  don't  know  If  it  actually  would 
make  adift'ercnce  m the  numbers  or  not, 


and  Operations  Research  at  Carnegie 
Mellon  University  in  Pittsburgh:  "The 
impression  is  that  reporting  is  down 
across  the  country.  State  agencies  that 
collect  for  the  FBI  should  be  encour- 
aging departments  to  participate  m the 
[UCRJ,  not  imposing  burdens.” 

Blumstein  called  it  "technicall)  in- 
correct and  inappropriate”  for  the  state 
police  to  calculate  crime  totals  with  so 
many  agencies  not  submitting  data. 
However,  state  police  officials  contend 
that  the  statistics  will  even  out  as  de- 
partments resume  sending  data.  The 
number  of  participants  varies  from  year 
to  year.  Lt  Wes  Thurston  told  The  As- 
sociated Press. 

The  State  Police  have  been  engaged 
in  an  educational  effort  for  the  past  two 
years,  to  let  departments  know  that  the 
change  was  imminent  in  the  way  UCR 
data  could  be  sent  was  imminent, 
Troxell  told  LEN.  A year  or  two  of  tran- 
sition was  expected,  he  said. 

Late  in  the  1990s,  Troxell  said,  a 
committee  spearheaded  by  the  State 
Police,  which  included  the  state  chiefs 
association  and  departments  of  various 


but  you're  kind  of  getting  into  the  age 
of  applicants  that  the  majority  seem  to 
have  used  marijuana,”  she  told  Law 
Enforcement  News.  "What  we’re  do- 
ing IS  looking  at  the  overall  person  " 

Under  the  new  standard,  imple- 
mented in  August,  an  applicant  may  not 
have  smoked  pot  in  the  past  two  years. 
While  it  does  not  automatically  mean 
that  a non-marijuana  user  will  be  hired, 
said  Swinson,  neither  does  it  automati- 
cally disqualify  someone  who  has  in- 
dulged Applicants  who  have  used  co- 
caine, heroin,  methamphetamine  or  any 
hard  drug,  even  once,  will  be  automati- 
cally disqualified 

“If  it’s  been  two  years  and  they  have 


sizes  from  around  the  state,  looked  into 
how  the  agency's  outdated  mainframe 
system  could  be  upgraded  and  what 
would  be  required  to  make  a new  sys- 
tem more  accessible  and  accurate.  With 
the  Web-based  system,  he  said,  agen- 
cies could  correct  mistakes  while  en- 
tering the  figures  — something  they 
were  previously  unable  to  do. 

"The  new  system,  the  way  the  data 
comes  in.  the  agency  goes  online,  they 
have  a user  ID  and  password,"  the  ser- 
geant said,  'They  access  the  system 
using  either  a file  upload  mechanism  if 
they  have  a Records  Management  Sys- 
tem or  online  screens  which  are  based 
on  the  paper  reports  they  used  to  fill 
out." 

Problems  with  the  data  can  be  rec- 
tified immediately,  noted  Troxell.  be- 
cause an  error  message  will  appear.  In 
the  past,  when  errors  would  occur,  state 
police  officials  would  have  to  call  the 
originating  agency  to  try  and  fix  the 
problem  Now,  data  that  passes  the  ed- 
its IS  transferred  every  60  seconds  from 
the  Web  server  to  the  data  server,  mak- 
ing It  immediately  available  for  reports. 


worked  steady,  no  trouble,  no  nothing, 
it  looks  like  they've  been  a productive 
citizen  since  that  time  and  hadn't  used 
marijuana  since,  then  that's  what  we're 
considering.”  she  said. 

According  to  Cmdr  Mark  Norcross. 
director  oflhe  department's  training  and 
personnel  sections,  officials  are  just  try- 
ing to  keep  up  with  the  times.  Only  10 
applicants  out  of  100  typically  make  il 
onto  the  force  Most  are  eliminated  be- 
cause they  have  lied  about  violent  pasts 
or  prior  drug  use 

"It  isjust  not  right  to  disqualify  any- 
one who  may  have  made  mistakes  as  a 
12-.  13-.  or  14-year-old  kid,"  he  told 
The  Associated  Press. 


Such  information  used  to  become  ac- 
cessible only  after  nine  months  to  a year 
had  passed,  he  said 

With  the  Web-based  program,  he 
said,  "the  ownership  of  the  data  was 
restored  back  to  the  originating  agency. 
There  were  in  the  past  issues  where 
something  would  be  published  and  a 
police  chief  would  say,  ‘That's  not  my 
data,  it  was  messed  up  somewhere 
along  the  line  in  the  system.’  And  with 
the  old  sy  stem,  that  was  possible  " 

But  some  departments  have  com- 
plained that  being  unable  to  submit  data 
the  old-fashioned  way.  by  mail,  is  caus- 
ing them  grief 

"We're  trying  to  get  the  proper 
Internet  connection  to  get  our  reports 
there  again,  but  that  gets  costly.”  West 
Miflin  Police  Chief  Frank  Diener  told 
The  AP.  "It's  another  unfunded  man- 
date from  the  state  ” 

Troxell.  however,  said  that  a depart- 
ment does  not  need  to  have  a computer, 
just  access  to  the  Internet  which  it  can 
find  at  apublic  library,  a school,  or  from 
someone's  home.  All  of  the  software  is 
on  the  Slate  Police  side  of  the  con- 


The  change  is  not  sitting  well  with 
all  members  of  the  agency,  however 
One  veteran  officer  told  The  AP  that 
there  were  many  who  believed  the  de- 
partment should  not  lower  its  standards 
in  any  way,  particularly  about  drugs  If 
It  w as  going  to  dilute  its  standards,  then 
perhaps  the  agency  should  look  at  its 
strict  vision  requirements  as  well. 

"I  guess  what  they're  telling  us  is 
that  it  is  OK  to  be  a drug  addict,  but 
you  can't  have  bad  eyes.”  he  said 

Police  Chief  Alberto  Melis  said  the 
department  was  not  lowering  its  stan- 
dards "Times  change,  and  from  time 
to  time,  we  need  to  look  at  these  things 
again.”  he  told  The  AP 


nection. 

"Computers  are  a valuable  tool  for 
law  enforcement."  the  sergeant  said. 
"This  isjust  another  means  to  show  that 
and  I hope  in  some  cases  would  pro- 
videjuslification  for  an  agency  in  why 
[it]  needs  to  purchase  [one].”  Thirty- 
seven  new  agencies  submitted  data  in 
2001.  he  said. 
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Strapped  for  personnel,  Waco  PD  eases 
policy  on  applicants’  pot-use  history 
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Austin  finds  a iot  ‘Sensitivity’  training  has 
to  like  about  its  311  cops  heading  for  the  exits 


inipi.-nKiitv  j the  week  following 
Sept  1 1. 2001.  Austin’s  311  non-emcr- 
gency  phone  system  has  far  exceeded 
the  police  department's  expectations  by 
reducing  the  number  of  calls  to  its  over- 
burdened 911  center  by  more  than  30 
percent  in  its  first  year  of  operation, 
according  to  the  agency  's  technical  ser- 
vice manager 

As  had  been  the  experience  of  many 
other  cities  that  developed  a non-cmcr- 
gency  system,  more  than  half  the  calls 
coming  in  to  911  were  related  to  just 
about  everything  other  than  law  en- 
forcement. Ed  Harris,  who  runs  the 
Austin  Police  Department's  Technical 
Services  Bureau,  estimated  that  as 
much  as  60  percent  of  911  calls  were 
not  emergencies, 

"People  were  calling  to  ask  ques- 
tions about  trash,  to  complain  about  city 
ordinances,  zoning,  things  of  that  na- 
ture." he  told  Law  Enforcement  news. 

Coming  on  the  heels  of  the  Sept  11 
terrorist  attacks,  the  311  system  also 
shouldered  the  burden  of  anthrax  calls, 
said  Harris.  "People  were  calling  and 
wanting  more  information  and  report- 
ing incidents  of  what  they  thought  was 
white  powder  Our  system  was  right  on 
time.  Our  911  system  would  not  have 
been  able  to  handle  the  volume  of  calls 
that  came  in  after  9/11  if  not  for  31 1." 
he  said. 

Anticipating  that  there  would  not  be 
an  abundance  of  additional  personnel 
to  staff  the  system,  the  department 
chose  to  train  all  of  its  civilian  opera- 
tors. including  those  who  handled 
teletypes,  dispatchers  and  tele-serve 
operators,  who  take  police  reports  over 
the  phone,  as  certified  911  operators 
That  way,  said  Hams,  there  would  only 
be  one  class  of  operator  in  the  depart- 
ment who  would  handle  emergency  and 
non-emergency  calls. 

All  operators  were  then  trained  on 
the  new  31 1 software  Instructional  staff 
were  sent  to  all  city  agencies  to  survey 
their  dispatchers  on  what  type  of  calls 
they  received  The  department  was 
given  call-log  volumes  to  study  so  it 
could  determine  statistically  what  types 


Nonemergency  phone  line 
exceeds  expectations  in 
easing  the  burden  on  911 
system. 


of  calls  were  received  most  at  each 
agency  Then  training  manuals  were 
assembled,  with  telephone  numbers  and 
triage  instructions  for  the  operators. 

"We  compiled  training  modules  and 
manuals,  with  all  those  dilTerent  sce- 
narios and  telephone  numbers,  and  tri- 
age, and  we  sat  these  people  down  in  a 
classroom  environment  and  said. 
'Okay,  here's  the  new  software,  here’s 
how  you  can  use  the  new  software."’ 
said  Hams.  "The  majority  oftheir  train- 
ing consisted  of  them  knowing  how  to 
obtain  information  they  need  for  other 
city  services,  as  well  as  police  services, 
through  their  computer.” 

Hams  said  there  is  a plan  for  imple- 
menting a 311  system  throughout  the 
city,  linking  municipal  agencies  to  the 
police  department,  but  it  has  been  put 
on  hold  until  Austin’s  economic  situa- 
tion improves  What  is  currently  up  and 
running  is  stand-alone  software  de- 
signed solely  for  handling  police  non- 
emergencies.  "It  was  supposed  to  come 
online  this  year,  but  economically, 
things  got  a little  bad  for  the  city,”  he 
said. 

Whi  le  the  department  had  set  a goal 
of  a 15-percent  reduction  in  911  calls 
in  its  first  year,  the  popularity  of  the 
3 1 1 system  far  exceeded  expectations. 
From  Sept  17.  2001.  until  the 
initiative’s  first  anniversary  last  month, 
the  system  has  cut  non-emergency  calls 
by  31  percent.  The  system  is  poised  to 
move  into  a new  combined  communi- 
cations center  next  October  and  the 
police  department  has  already  expanded 
its  3 1 1 center  to  take  an  overwhelming 
volume  of  calls.  Harris  said 

"We  anticipate  that  number  is  go- 
ing to  be  even  more  significant  on  Sept. 
17.  2003,'’  he  said. 


Five  white  membersoflhe  Hartford. 
Conn  . Police  Department  recently 
walked  out  of  a sensitivity-training  ses- 
sion mandated  by  the  city  to  improve 
community  relations,  claiming  that  the 
instructor  was  anti-American,  anti-po- 
lice and  anti-white 

The  Aug.  28  training  was  conducted 
by  a local  group  called  the  Center  for 
Conflict  Transformation,  which  was 
created  in  2000  when  racial  strife  in  the 
wake  of  a police  shooting  that  year 
threatened  to  tear  Hartford  apart.  The 
instructor,  Margaret  Steinegger-Keyscr, 
is  a black  South  African  who  has  lived 
in  the  United  States  for  four  years  Her 
work  in  conflict  resolution  has  received 
kudos  from  police  agencies  and  city 
officials. 

But  some  officers  who  attended  the 
eight-hour  course  complained  that 
Steinegger-Keyser  had  a bias  against 
authority  figures,  and  against  police 
officers  in  particular  According  to  Of- 
ficer Darren  Besse.  the  instructor  told 
the  group  that  her  country  was  less  op- 
pressive of  minorities  and  more  of  a 
democracy  in  the  10  years  since  the 
overthrow  of  apanheid  than  was  the 


United  States.  After  a shouting  match 
between  the  officers  and  the  instructor, 
the  class  quickly  deteriorated. 

Further  training  sessions  were  tem- 
porarily suspended,  but  will  be  re- 
sumed, said  Sgt.  Maura  Hammick.  a 
department  spokeswoman  who  told  The 
Hartford  Courant  that  mstructors  agreed 
to  clarify  their  remarks  so  there  would 
be  no  misunderstandings. 

There  were  three  black  officers  in 
attendance,  but  it  is  not  known  if  they 
were  as  offended  as  their  white  coun- 
terparts Besse  and  the  others,  who  did 
not  want  to  be  identified  for  fear  of  re- 
taliation. said  Steinegger-Keyser  be- 
came defensive  when  officers  chal- 
lenged her  about  persistent  unrest  in 
South  Africa  and  violence  perpetrated 
by  blacks- 

"She  made  it  really  clear  that  she 
thought  our  country  was  racist  and  that 
police  in  general  contributed  to  the 
problems  in  our  country.”  said  Besse.  a 
Gulf  War  veteran.  "She’s  saying  all  this 
a few  days  before  the  Sept,  1 1 anniver- 
sary Itjust  didn't  sit  right  with  us." 

Steinegger-Keyser  said  that  she  re- 
gretted having  been  interpreted  that 


way  "I  was  merely  pointing  to  South 
Africa  a.s  an  illustration  of  a repressive 
regime  that  was  transformed  into  an 
open  democracy  through  peacebuilding 
and  mediation,"  she  said 

Robert  Rudcwicz,  a former  police 
captain  who  served  as  the  department’s 
acting  chief  until  the  appointment  in 
2000  of  Chief  Bruce  P Marquis,  told 
The  Courant  that  he  had  benefited  from 
a similar  training  session  with 
Steinegger-Keyser 

"I  spent  three  days  in  that  training 
and  I never  got  the  sense  that  she  was 
critical  of  our  country  or  our  depart- 
ment,” he  said 

Besse  and  the  others  said  they  were 
not  opposed  to  the  sessions,  which  all 
of  the  department’s  380  sworn  officers 
arc  required  to  attend  In  fact,  a presen- 
tation from  an  Islamic  imam  was  well 
received. 

"This  guy  came  up  and  had  a lot  of 
good  things  to  say  about  the  Islamic 
faith  and  how  it’s  been  misinterpreted." 
Besse  said,  "It  was  really  interesting 
and  helpful.  But  what  she  was  doing 
went  beyond  training  It  was  like 
preaching  " 


Neighborhood  watch  group 
takes  on  a post-9/11  look 


A neighborhood  watch  group  in 
Stafford  County.  Va..  is  expanding  its 
mission  to  include  suspicious  behavior 
that  might  suggest  terrorist  activity,  in 
the  hopes  of  thwarting  it  before  it  can 
Stan 

The  idea  for  the  Homeland  Security 
Neighborhood  Watch  was  developed  by 
Sheriff  Charles  E Jett  and  his  staff  af- 
ter the  Sept.  1 1 terrorist  attacks  last  year 
Some  100  families  who  live  near  rail- 
roads. airports,  schools  and  other  key 
areas  will  participate  in  the  program 
after  undergoing  an  hour  of  training 
with  the  sheriffs  department.  The  in- 
struction will  prepare  residents  for  not- 
ing license-plate  numbers,  directions  of 
travel  and  descriptions. 


Looking  to  ontor  or  odvonco  In  tho 
socurltyprofosslonP 

Register  at  John  Jay  College  of  Criminal  Justice 
for  undergraduate  non-degree  status  and  earn  a 
Certificate  in  Security  Management  Studies! 


The 


certificate  is  awarded  by  the  college’s  Department  of  Law,  Pobcc 
Science  and  Criminal  Justice  Administration  upon  completion  of  a 
total  of  15  credit  hours  Choose  from  the  required  courses  Introduction 
Secunry  (may  be  waived  based  on  bfc  experience)  and  Law  for  Secunty  Personnel,  plus 
any  three  of  the  following:  The  Invcsagacive  Funcaon;  Secunty  of  Computers  and  their 
Data;  Methods  of  Secunty;  Secunty  *Managcmcnt,  Emergency  Planning,  or  Seminar  in 
Secunty  Problems,  Courses  arc  available  on  a dual-track  day  and  evening  basis. 

Qualified  applicants  are  now  being  accepted!  No  entrance  exams  arc  requued,  however, 
appbeants  must  present  a high  school  or  equivalency  diploma  proving  graduation  as  well  as 

transcripts  from  all  colleges  previously  attended 

Registration  for  the  spnng  semester  wiU  be  held  on  Jan.  15-22,  2003,  with  late  registration  on  Jan.  29- 
30.  Admission  applications  must  be  submitted  three  weeks  prior  to  registration.  Act  now! 

For  more  information,  contact  Professor  Robert  Hair,  Coordinator,  (212)  237-8380.  For  an  appbeation. 
contact  Sandra  Palleia  at  the  college  Admissions  Office,  (212)  237-8861  or  237-8833,  e-mail, 
admiss@jiay.cuny.edu,  or  wnte  to:  Admissions  Office.  John  Jay  College  of  Ctimmal  Jusucc/CUNV.  445 
West  59th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10019. 


"We're  responding  to  President 
Bush’s  request  after  Sept  1 1 that  every 
American  become  involved  and  orga- 
nize community-based  efforts  to  pre- 
vent and  prepare  for  potential  emer- 
gency situations."  Jett  told  The  Asso- 
ciated Press. 

The  National  Sheriff’s  Association 
has  said  that  it  would  be  try  ing  to  double 
the  number  of  such  groups  nationwide 
to  15.000  over  the  next  two  years. 

"Law  enforcement  can’t  be  every- 
where.” Tom  Faust,  the  NSA’s  execu- 
tive director,  told  The  Associated  Press 

As  far  as  Jett  knows,  only  one  com- 
munity in  Florida  has  used  volunteers 
in  a manner  similar  to  that  of  Stafford 
County.  But  there  have  been  other  ju- 
risdictions amund  the  country  that  have 
also  asked  residents  to  act  as  the  eyes 
and  ears  of  law  enforcement. 

In  Kanawha  County.  W Va..  forex- 


ample.  neighborhood  watch  groups 
were  included,  along  with  church  or- 
ganizations, community  policing 
groups  and  volunteer  fire  departments, 
as  part  of  a county  watch  program  this 
month. 

Kanawha  was  one  of  the  first  of  the 
slate's  37  counties  lo  join  a network  to 
field  information  about  potential  home- 
land security  threats  In  February.  Gov. 
Bob  Wise  established  a toll-free  800 
number  for  reporting  suspicious  activi- 
ties. 

"This  is  an  additional  tool."  said 
Matt  Gravely,  deputy  coordinator  for 
Kanawha  County  Watch  "But  if  we 
have  citizens  involved  and  alert,  we  can 
often  stop  problems  before  they  start." 

Stafford  County  residents  will  re- 
ceive regular  e-mails  and  telephone 
updates  from  Jett's  office  about  secu- 
rity threats. 


Equipment  trade  group 
bows  to  anti-trust  rap 


Continued  from  Page  1 

lowering  costs  to  law  enforcement 

agencies. 

According  to  a complaint  signed  by 
assistant  U.S.  attorney  general  Charles 
A.  James,  who  heads  the  antitrust  divi- 
sion. and  seven  other  federal  prosecu- 
tors in  Chicago,  the  N APED  threatened 
its  members  with  loss  of  sales  if  they 
sold  to  police  under  a program  that  al- 
lows them  to  buy  directly  from  manu- 
facturers at  prices  negotiated  by  the 
General  Services  Administration. 

"NAPED.  through  the  conduct  al- 
leged in  the  complaint,  sought  to  sub- 
vert a federal  program  that  allows  slate 
and  local  law  enforcement  agencies  to 
obtain  competitive  prices  for  police 
equipment."  James  said  in  a statement 

The  GSA  program  was  established 
in  1994  under  the  National  Defense 
Authorization  Act  Prior  to  its  enact- 
ment. law  enforcement  purchased 


equipment  from  distributors  at  retail 
prices. 

Court  papers  said  that  the  trade 
group  monitored  participation  of  manu- 
facturers in  the  GSA  program  lo  target 
them  for  retaliation  A proposed  final 
judgment  would  require  NAPED  to 
designate  an  antitrust  compliance  of- 
ficer. who  would  review  all  speeches, 
policy  statements  and  other  documents 
for  adherence  lo  the  decree  It  would 
also  be  prohibited  fium  engaging  in  five 
categories  of  illegal  conduct  intended 
lo  deter  it  from  conducting  a boycon  of 
manufacturers  who  participated  in  the 
government  program. 

The  settlement  must  be  approved  by 
Senior  U.S.  District  Judge  Kenneth  L. 
Ryskamp  of  the  Federal  District  Court 
in  West  Palm  Beach  following  a 60-day 
period  for  public  comment,  according 
to  a report  in  The  Broward  Daily  Busi- 
ness Review 
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Buffalo  tries  to  take 
the  sting  out  of 
pepper  spray  misuse 


Mental  health  courts 
are  catching  on  like  crazy 


Five  years  after  a noncnminal  fed- 
eral mvcsligation  was  launched  into  the 
misuse  of  pepper  spray  by  BulTalo, 
N.Y..  police  officers,  the  depanmem 
and  the  city's  police  union  signed  an 
agreement  in  September  with  the  Jus- 
tice Department  that  mandates  the 
implementation  of  new  policies. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  agreement, 
the  police  department  will  ensure  that 
comprehensive  internal  investigations 
of  citizen  complaints  of  brutality  are 
conducted,  revise  its  use-of-forcc  poli- 
cies and  supervisory  review  of  inci- 
dents. The  department  is  also  required 
to  maintain  cameras  in  prisoner  pro- 
cessing areas  and.  whenever  possible, 
videotape  the  use  of  pepper  spray  in  the 
ccllblock.  Such  tapes  will  be  kepi  for 
three  years.  In  addition,  both  parties  will 
jointly  select  an  independent  monitor 
who  will  issue  public  reports  on  the 
department's  progress  in  implementing 
the  changes 

The  police  department  is  expecting 
a $125,000  federal  gramto  be  used  for 
improvements  in  its  Professional  Stan- 
dards Division,  including  additional 
personnel,  training  and  equipment 

"We  are  pleased  to  announce  this 
historic  agreement  betxvecn  the  Justice 
Department,  city  officials  and  the  man- 
agement and  labor  unions  of  the  Buf- 
falo Police  Department,"  said  Assistant 
Attorney  General  Ralph  F.  Boyd  Jr.  "All 
parties  worked  together  and  collabo- 
rated to  reach  an  agreement  that  pro- 
tects everyone's  constitutional  rights 
without  compromising  effective  law  en- 
forcement by  the  B PD  and  its  officers." 

Federal  prosecutors  got  involved  in 
1997  after  allegations  were  made  by 
citizens  and  defense  atlomeys  that  po- 
lice were  abusing  prisoners  with  the 
chemical  spray  That  year,  the  police 
department  conducted  an  internal  inves- 
tigation into  an  incident  involving  the 
discharge  of  the  spray  on  a school  bus 
by  an  officer  who  had  been  kicked  in 
the  stomach  and  groin  by  a 13-year-old 
girl.  Police  had  been  responding  to  a 
call  that  a student  was  carrying  a gun. 

Also  that  year,  an  officer  was  disci- 
plined after  he  sprayed  the  door  handle 
of  his  captain's  office.  The  chemical 
entered  the  station's  ventilation  system 
and  spread  into  a lobby,  where  several 
residents  suffered  medical  problems 
due  to  the  smell 

In  1995.  a man  alleged  that  he  had 
been  kicked  in  the  head  by  police  dur- 


Coming up 
in  LEN: 

As  the  2002  winds 
down,  a bit  of 

year-end  financial 
planning  is  in  order. 

An  expert  in  the 
field  offers  some 
strategies,  tactics 
and  tips  that  can 
help  you  plump  up 
your  nest  egg  in 
time  for  2003. 


ing  his  arrest  and  sprayed  while  he  lay 
on  the  ground.  In  another  incident, 
Loretta  Renford,  founder  of  the  group 
Concerned  Citizens  Against  Police 
Abuse,  claimed  police  sprayed  her 
while  arresting  a young  man  in  her 
neighborhood,  resulting  in  a nine-day 
hospital  stay. 

The  previous  year,  two  men  arrested 
during  a drug  investigation  accused 
police  of  using  the  spray  against  them. 
One  said  he  had  been  sprayed  in  the 
face  while  handcuffed 

Ll  Robert  P Meegan.  president  of 
Buffalo's  Police  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion. said  that  coming  to  an  agreement 
look  five  years  because  of  language  the 
Justice  Department  wanted  which  the 
union  felt  compromised  its  contract 
with  the  city.  The  PB  A objected  in  par- 
ticular to  the  potential  linking  of  the  use 
of  pepper  spray  to  promotions. 

"With  pepper  spray,  it's  a voluntary 
cany  in  the  city  of  BufTalo."  Meegan 
said  in  an  interview  with  Law  Enforce- 
ment News.  "Technically,  we  told  them 
that  if  (they)  wanted  to  split  hairs  with 
us  on  a lot  of  these  issues,  what  wc'II 
do  IS  turn  in  our  pepper  spray.  That,  of 
course,  was  met  with,  ’What  do  you 
mean?'  Because  it's  voluntary,  we 
could  have  turned  it  in.  en  masse,  which 
may  have  led  to  more  ty  pes  of  arrests 
where  use  of  force  with  a billy  club 
would  become  necessary  rather  than  the 
utilization  of  pepper  spray  We  didn’t 
feel  It  was  in  the  best  interest  of  not 
only  police  officers,  but  the  citizen  who 
might  be  subject  to  arrest  " 

Meegan  said  that  the  use  of  pepper 
spray  has  declined  since  its  introduc- 
tion to  the  department  in  1993.  From 
an  average  of  more  than  1.000  uses  that 
first  year,  it  has  dropped  to  123  times 
in  200 1 , and  66  so  far  this  year 

"We  felt  we  watered  it  down  enough 
to  say.  ‘Fine,  we'll  go  along  with  it  be- 
cause we  do  not  have  a brutal  depart- 
ment at  all.”'  he  told  LEN. 


Kings  County.  N.Y.,  joined  a grow- 
ing number  of  jurisdictions  nationwide 
this  month  when  it  e.xtcnded  to  men- 
tally ill  criminal  defendants  a third  al- 
ternative to  either  prison  or  the  streets 
— treatment 

The  Brooklyn  Mental  Health  Court, 
as  it  is  known,  had  been  operating  as  a 
pilot  program  since  March  before  its 
official  opening  on  Oct.  1.  It  is  one  of 
the  few  courts  in  the  nation  that  will 
handle  non-violent  felony  cases  m ad- 
dition to  misdemeanors. 

Instead  of  jail  time,  defendants 
would  be  sentenced  to  a mental  health 
center  after  pleading  guilty  to  the  of- 
fense They  would  then  have  to  agree 
to  meet  with  thejudge  frequently.  Fail- 
ure to  cany  out  these  conditions  could 
result  in  their  being  remanded  topnson 

“If  you  put  it  in  some  sort  of  his- 
torical perspective,  back  in  the  late  70s. 
80s.  society  began  to  think  of  domestic 
violence  as  not  a personal  problem,  but 
as  a societal  problem  And  the  court, 
being  pan  of  society,  took  a leadership 
role."  said  Judge  Matthew  D’Emic, 
who  will  preside  over  the  mental  health 
court.  D'Emic  also  sits  on  the  county’s 
domestic  violence  coun. 

“I  think  the  same  thing  happened 
with  drug  treatment  courts,"  he  said  in 
an  interview  with  Law  Enforcement 
News  "I  think  now  we're  in  a young 
decade  where  we  see  in  the  newspapers 
and  other  media  more  reflection  on  the 
plight  of  mentally  ill  people," 

The  process  works  this  way:  Both 
the  defense  and  the  prosecution  must 
agree  to  have  a defendant  evaluated  by 
D'Emic's  court,  Once  that  occurs,  the 
individual  is  interviewed  by  a clinical 
staff  that  includes  a psychiatrist  and  a 
social  worker  Their  report  is  issued  to 
thejudge.  district  attorney  and  oppos- 
ing counsel.  At  that  point,  a decision  is 
made  whether  to  accept  a defendant  into 
the  court,  and  whether  a treatment  plan 
can  be  implemented.  Treatment  typi- 
cally runs  from  1 2 to  18  months. 


“Simultaneously,  the  DA’s  office 
will  make  an  offer,  in  other  words,  the 
defendant  ha.s  to  agree  to  a jail  term  up 
front."  D'Emic  told  LEN  "At  that 
poinL  they'll  be  released  into  a program 
and  I'll  monitor  them  We  also  have 
case  managers.  In  the  beginning,  I see 
the  defendants  every  week  and  I get  a 
detailed  report  from  the  case  managers 
as  to  how  well  they’re  doing,  or  how 
poorly" 


Programs  offer  mentally  ill 
defendants  a third 
alternative  to  prison  or 
the  streets. 

The  court  is  currently  supervising 
1 3 defendants  placed  in  the  program  by 
its  own  staff,  and  30  more  it  is  moni- 
toring through  Treatment  Alternatives 
for  the  Duly  Diagnosed,  a case-man- 
agement organization.  In  the  next  six 
months.  D'Emic  said,  he  hopes  to  have 
100  or  so  cases. 

The  sanctions  are  graduated  If 
somebody  is  doing  very  poorly,  then 
punishment  could  be  a few  days  in  jail. 
That  has  yet  to  happen,  however,  said 
D'Emic. 

"The  whole  balance  here  is  to  pro- 
tect public  safety  and  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  defendants  and  their  families." 
he  said.  “It’s  new  approach  and  we're 
hopeful  It  will  work." 

Mental  health  courts  have  been 
springing  up  around  the  country  since 
the  first  one  was  created  in  Broward 
County,  Fla,  in  1997  The  National 
Alliance  for  the  Mentally  ill  has  a list 
of26  that  includesjunsdictions  in  Ala- 
bama. Alaska.  Indiana.  Missouri.  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania  and  Tennessee.  Okla- 
homa County,  Okia.,  will  open  its  first 
mental  health  court  in  November  for 
low-risk  defendants  charged  with  mis- 
demeanors. And  soon,  the  Justice  De- 


partment will  be  awarding  up  to 
$150,000  In  grants  over  a two-year  pe- 
riod to  20  pilot  projects. 

The  few  mental  health  courts  that 
handle  felony  cases,  in  addition  to 
Kings  County,  arc  in  Riverside  and  San 
Bernardino.  Calif,  and  in  Washoe 
County.  Ncv.  Kings  County  may  be  the 
only  one  where  a defendant  must  agree 
to  a guilty  plea  before  being  accepted 

Two  years  ago.  King  County.  Wash  . 
established  the  state's  first  mental  health 
court  to  handle  defendants  with  diag- 
nosed psychiatric  problems,  who  make 
up  15  percent  of  the  county's  2.950  In- 
mates Officials  there  modeled  the  pro- 
gram after  Broward  County’s.  Unlike 
the  Florida  jurisdiction,  however,  King 
County's  mental  health  court  includes 
defendants  charged  with  both  violent 
misdemeanors  and  drunken  driving 
charges 

"Just  because  you  have  mental  ill- 
ness does  not  mean  you  should  not  be 
held  accountable."  a King  County  pros- 
ecutor. Lisa  Lawrence,  told  USA  To- 
day last  year 

One  of  the  problem.s  that  affects  the 
King  County  court  and  is  expected  to 
have  an  impact  on  the  Brooklyn  pro- 
gram. as  well.  IS  a lack  of  resources. 

Judge  D'Emic  said  that  so  far.  the 
court  has  been  lucky  with  its  treatment 
plans  "Don't  forget,  even  with  the  do- 
mestic violence  calendar  I've  been  do- 
ing for  about  4'/S  years,  about  a third  of 
my  caseload  involves  people  who  go 
into  programs."  he  said.  "Often  there 
is  a long  wait,  especially  for  MICA 
[mental  illness/chemical  abuse]  pro- 
grams It's  not  something  I have  con- 
trol over,  but  it’s  a problem.” 

Whether  the  program  is  economi- 
cally viable  remains  to  be  seen,  as  well 
The  Center  for  Court  Innovation  is 
closely  monitoring  ihe  Brooklyn  court, 
said  D'Emic.  and  will  issue  a report  of 
its  findings.  “It  doesn't  make  sense  from 
a public  policy  point  of  view  not  to  fig- 
ure out  if  it’s  working."  he  said 


Cop  deaths  plunged  to  a 30-year  low, 
but  2001  was  a lethal  year  for  chiefs 


While  the  number  of  police  officers 
killed  in  the  line  of  duty  fell  to  its  low- 
est figure  in  more  than  30  years  during 
the  first  SIX  months  of  this  year.  2001 
proved  to  be  an  unusually  deadly  year 
for  police  chiefs,  and  assaults  on  the 
nation's  park  rangers  have  also  been  on 
the  rise. 

Thirty  of  the  68  federal,  state  and 
local  officers  killed  between  January 
and  June  of  this  year  were  shot,  accord- 
ing to  the  National  Law  Enforcement 
Officers  Memorial  Fund.  Twenty-one 
died  in  car  accidents,  and  four  suc- 
cumbed to  job-related  illnesses.  Others 
were  killed  after  being  stabbed,  or 
drowning,  or  in  an  explosion  during  a 
training  exercise  One  officer  was 
beaten  to  death 

Four  of  the  police  deaths  in  the  first 
half  of  2002  involved  female  officers. 

The  number  of  police  deaths  this 
year  represented  the  lowest  level  since 
1966,  and  a 10-percent  dip  from  the 
same  period  in  2001,  said  the  memo- 
rial fund. 

"Right  now,  we're  still  below  last 
year's  figures,  and  a lot  of  that  has  to 
do  with  9/1 1 Craig  Floyd,  the  fund's 
executive  director,  told  Law  Enforce- 
ment News.  "But  we're  still  seeing  a 


fairly  significant  decline  in  police 
deaths  and  I'd  like  to  think  that's  be- 
cause we’re  providing  them  with  bet- 
ter training,  better  equipment  and  more 
manpower.  I think  they  all  have  more 
responsibilities  than  ever  before,  we 
have  to  give  them  the  resources  to  do 
the  job.  do  it  safely,  do  it  ctTeclively." 

Last  year,  six  police  chiefs  were 
killed  in  2001.  the  highest  total  in  20 
years  Among  them  were  Fred 
Morronc.  superintendent  of  the  Port 
Authority  of  New  York  and  New  Jer- 
sey police,  and  the  agency's  Chief. 
James  Romito.  both  of  whom  died  in 
the  terrorist  attack  on  the  World  Trade 
Center 

"That  to  me  was  really  the  epitome 
of  selfless  law-enforcement  sacrifice," 
said  Floyd.  "When  you  have  the  heads 
of  your  department  rushing  into  this 
burning  building,  trying  to  save  inno- 
cent lives,  that  just  tells  you  what's  in- 
side these  people," 

On  Aug.  8.  2001.  Police  Chief 
James  R Dacy  of  Pierce  City,  Mo . died 
when  his  department-issued  shotgun 
discharged,  inflicting  a fatal  wound  to 
his  chest  Dacy  was  believed  to  have 
been  looking  for  a stray  dog  in  a local 
cemetery  Intending  to  shoot  the  ani- 


mal. he  was  grabbing  his  weapon  when 
It  went  off. 

A few  days  earlier.  Chief  Luis  M 
Castillo  of  Jal.  N M , was  killed  in  a 
automobile  accident  on  his  way  to  as- 
sist a fellow  officer  In  July.  Roosevelt. 
Utah,  Chief  Cecil  F Gurr  was  shot  and 
killed  by  a sus- 
pect in  a do- 
mestic dispute 
in  a conve- 
nience store 
parking  lot 
And  in  June, 

Fruita.  Colo.. 

Chief  Daniel 
C.  Dailey  died 
two  days  after 
being  injured 
in  a motor- 
cycle accident. 

"1  think  there  have  been  500  police 
chiefs  killed  in  the  line  of  duty  dating 
back  to  1792,"  said  Floyd.  "So  six  in  a 
year,  that’s  a high  number.” 

.^mong  federal  law  enforcement 
officers,  assaults  on  the  nation's  park 
rangers  increased  dramatically  last  year 
According  to  a report  released  by  Pub- 
lic Employees  for  Environmental  Re- 
sponsibility (PEER).  78  National  For- 


est Service  employees  were  involved 
in  incidents  ranging  from  punches  to 
shootings  to  arson  and  bombings  in 
2001  The  figure  is  double  that  of  the 
previous  year  And  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  rangers  saw  a 22-perccnt  in- 
crease in  incidents,  up  to  11.  But  the 
most  significant  increase  by  far  was  in 
incidents  involving  Park  Service  rang- 
ers. which  leaped  by  an  astonishing  900 
percent,  to  104  in  2001 

"We  think  the  No.  1 reason  is  that 
the  Park  Service,  alone  or  nearly  alone 
among  law  enforcement  agencies,  al- 
lows non-law  enforcement  people  to 
manage  and  direct  law  enforcement.” 
said  Randall  Kendnck.  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  U.S.  Park  Rangers  Lodge  of 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Police  "A  lot  of 
them  have  neither  training  nor  experi- 
ence, other  ones  have  some  background 
m law  enforcement.” 

Another  reason,  he  noted,  is  because 
there  is  no  separate  law  enforcement 
budget  Money  allocated  by  Congress 
to  the  National  Park  Service  can  be  used 
for  non-law  enforcement  purposes. 

"Virtually  every  outside  entity  that 
has  studied  the  management  of  law  en- 
forcement in  the  Park  Service  has  said 
it's  awful, " Kcndnck  told  LEN. 
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The  Biil  is  in: 


Bratton  takes  his  show  to  Tinseltown 


Mayor  James  Hahn  looks  on  as  William  Bratton  (r.)  addresses  the 
media  after  his  selection  as  the  new  Los  Angeles  police  chief.  (Reuters) 


('onlinucil  from  Page  1 
City  Transit  Police,  prior  to  its  merger 
with  the  NYPD.  Ultimately,  Bratton’s 
media  savvy  and  dynamic  personality, 
which  had  made  him  more  popular  than 
Giuliani,  led  to  his  dismissal  27  months 
after  his  appointment. 

In  the  days  following  his  appoint- 
ment. Bratton  criticized  the  LAPD  as 
an  underperforming  force.  Bratton,  who 
had  been  a member  of  the  board  of 
monitors  appointed  to  oversee  the 
I.APD’s  implementation  of  reforms  re- 
quired under  a federal  consent  decree, 
said  the  department  "needs  to  clearly 
understand  there’s  a new  sheriff  in 
town "Any  official  who  is  not  prepared 
to  embrace  the  decree,  he  told  The  As- 
sociated Press,  had  belter  hand  in  re- 
tirement papers,  "because you  won't  be 
part  of  my  command  staff  driving 
change  in  this  department." 

Among  the  changes  outlined  by 
Bratton  is  the  division  of  the  l.APD  into 
18  separate  sections  that  will  operate 
as  individual  departments  led  by  cap- 
tains who  would  respond  to  community 
needs.  He  will  rely  on  staff,  he  said,  to 
boost  morale  and  force  cooperation 
between  specialized  units,  such  as 
gangs,  petty  crime  and  graffiti 

■■  The  LAPD  has  been  fighting  those 
problems  independently,  separately.” 
said  Bratton,  "There  is  no  organized 
crime  strategy  in  the  LAPD  that  I can 
find  after  a year  There’s  an  organiza- 
tion that  IS  policing  this  city  as  it  did  in 
the  ’60s." 

The  search  by  Los  Angeles  officials 
for  a new  police  leader  was  marked  by 


a survey  Hahn’s  office  sent  to  residents 
in  June,  asking  them  what  they  wanted 
in  a chief  The  two-page  survey  asked 
participants  to  rate  on  a scale  of  I to  5 
the  criteria  they  thought  most  impor- 
tant. such  as  integrity,  communication 
skills  and  respect  for  civil  rights  A 
wTite-in  portion  was  provided  at  the 
bottom  of  the  form  for  the  inclusion  of 
priorities  that  might  have  been  missed. 

"If  people  say  it's  important  to  make 
sure  there’s  better  morale  or  that  there’s 
more  officers  or  that  somebody  com- 
plies with  the  consent  decree,  that  does 
give  us  some  indication  of  what  the  resi- 
dents of  Los  Angeles  are  thinking 


about,"  said  Caruso 

The  chief  s job  opened  up  when 
Hahn  refused  to  reappoint  Bernard  C. 
Parks  to  a second  five  year  term  last 
spring  Bratton  resigned  as  a federal 
monitor  when  he  became  interested  in 
the  job.  Openly  campaigning  for  the 
post,  the  man  known  to  some  as  "Hol- 
lywood Bill"  distributed  press  clippings 
and  copies  of  his  1998  book.  "Turn- 
around How  America’s  Top  Cop  Re- 
versed the  Crime  Epidemic,”  to  Los 
Angeles  officials  and  reporters. 

Bratton  has  his  work  cut  out  for  him 
in  the  LAPD  After  a decade  of  scan- 
dals and  upheavals  that  began  with  the 


Rodney  King  beating  and  was  capped 
by  the  revelations  of  corruption  and 
other  criminality  by  officers  working 
in  the  agency's  Rampart  Division,  the 
LAPD’s  morale  has  been  sagging. 
Crime  has  risen  in  Los  Angeles  over 
the  past  three  years,  including  graffiti 
vandalism  and  gang  violence,  and  the 
force  IS  currently  about  1 ,000  officers 
below  its  authorized  strength.  More- 
over. the  LAPD  ha.s  had  trouble  recruit- 
ing and  holding  on  to  officers. 

Noting  Bratton's  outsider  status. 
Joe  Domanick,  author  of  "To  Protect 
and  Serve:  The  1.  A.P.D 's  Century  of 
War  m the  City  of  Dreams."  called  his 
selection  "extraordinary"  and  a "half- 
century  in  coming" 

Domanick  told  The  Times: 
“Bratton’s  biggest  task  now  is  taking 
on  the  command  staff  and  dealing  with 
their  resistance  and  hostility  He  has  to 
get  them  if  not  to  embrace  him.  at  least 
to  grudgingly  go  along  with  what  he 
needs  to  do" 

With  as  many  as  eight  command 
positions  open,  police  commissioners 
are  said  to  have  assured  Bratton  that  he 
will  be  able  to  bring  in  his  own  leader- 
ship team  and  advisers,  circumventing 
civil  service  and  seniority  rules 

Among  the  1 3 semi-finalists  were  a 
number  of  top  LAPD  commanders,  in- 
cluding Assistant  Chief  David  Gascon, 
who  was  the  highest-ranking  official 
vying  for  the  post.  Deputy  Chief  Mar- 
garet A.  York,  in  charge  of  department 
operations  in  the  city’s  downtown,  was 
also  a candidate,  as  was  Cmdr  Sharon 
Papa,  who  had  been  head  of  the  Metro- 


politan Transit  Authority  police  prior 
to  its  merger  with  the  LAPD  in  1 997 

Cmdr.  Jim  McDonnell,  a Medal  of 
Valor  winner  who  sought  the  chiefs 
job.  will  play  a key  role  in  the  transi- 
tion. said  Bratton.  McDonnell,  who  was 
leading  the  agency’s  effort  to  revitalize 
Its  senior  lead  officer  program,  will  set 
up  interviews  for  higher  positions  and 
help  restructure  the  deployment  of  vari- 
ous department  resources.  The  Los 
Angeles  Times  reported. 

If  the  expectations  facing  Bratton 
are  lofty,  they  appear  to  be  no  less  so 
than  the  challenge  he  has  mapped  out 
for  himself  “This  department  will  be 
my  last  police  department  that  I will 
have  the  opportunity  to  work  with  and 
lead."  Bratton  told  City  Council  mem- 
bers during  his  confirmation  hearing 
“I  would  like  to  see  it  as  the  capstone 
of  my  career  that  1 participate  in  what 
It  once  was  and  certainly  will  be  again: 
the  most  professional,  successful  and 
canng  — and  1 emphasize  caring  — 
police  department  in  this  country  All 
of  this  IS  achievable." 

The  city’s  police  union,  the  Los 
Angeles  Police  Protective  League,  had 
made  it  clear  that  it  was  hoping  for  the 
selection  of  an  insider,  but  said  it  looked 
forward  to  working  with  Bratton 

"We  are  committed  to  furthering  our 
efforts  to  familiarize  ourselves  with  his 
plans  for  the  LAPD."  the  PPL  said  in  a 
statement.  "We  arc  pleased  with  our 
initial  conversations  with  Chief  Bratton 
and  know  he  is  truly  interested  in  work- 
ing with  our  membership  in  a collabo- 
rative and  productive  manner  ’’ 


Rocky  Mountain  blackout: 

Furor  mounts  over  Denver  intelligence  files 


Activist  groups  who  were  furious 
with  the  Denver  Police  Department  for 
maintaining  files  on  them  were  not  as- 
suaged last  month  when  they  finally  got 
a chance  to  review  their  dossiers,  only 
to  find  that  many  of  the  names  and 
much  of  the  information  had  been 
blacked  out  or  redacted 

The  surveillance  was  conducted  by 
the  department’s  Intelligence  Unit  be- 
tween 1954  and  this  year.  In  March,  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
brought  a class-action  suit  against  the 
city  after  discovering  the  existence  of 
the  3,200  files,  claiming  that  police 
spied  on  citizens  who  were  not  engaged 
in  criminal  activity. 

In  addition  to  the  suit,  which  seeks 

Survivalism 

boutique 

With  the  opening  of  the  new  Safer 
America  store  in  New  York's 
financial  district  on  Oct.  18,  New 
Yorkers  can  now  enjoy  one-stop 
shopping  for  all  their  emergency- 
preparedness needs.  Potassium 
iodide  pills?  Check.  Biohazard 
suits  for  the  entire  family? 
They’ve  got  you  covered. 
Parachutes  for  Jumping  out  of  a 
burning  high-rise?  Just  drop  in. 
The  store  is  just  blocks  from  the 
former  site  of  the  World  Trade 
Center.  (APAVide  World) 


to  prevent  police  from  keeping  the  files 
and  requues  the  department  to  turn  over 
any  such  materials  to  the  targets  of  its 
surveillance,  the  City  Council  that 
month  passed  a nonbmding  resolution 
which  dissuades  police  from  investigat- 
ing individuals  or  groups  because  of 
their  immigration  status  or  country  of 
origin  [sec  LEN.  April  15.  2002]. 

A three-judge  panel  convened  by 
Mayor  Wellington  Webb  to  review  the 
dossiers  recommended  in  July  that  they 
be  destroyed,  Webb  demurred,  how- 
ever, and  said  the  files  would  be  kept 
in  perpetuity  The  mayor  said  he  would 
adopt  the  panel’s  other  suggestions, 
however,  which  included  the  develop- 
ment of  a procedure  for  allowing  citi- 


zens to  review  the  files,  purging  the 
surveillance  unit’s  database  now  that 
the  files  are  being  kept  on  CD-ROM, 
and  adding  to  them  the  surveillance  lists 
kept  by  the  department’s  gang  and  nar- 
cotics units  The  panel  also  recom- 
mended that  police  be  trained  to  use  a 
software  package  called  Orion  which 
was  purchased  in  2000  to  track  groups 
The  department  said  it  will  still  con- 
duct surveillance,  but  only  of  people 
and  o^anizations  suspected  of  crimi- 
nal activity. 

Police  had  released  22  files  out  of 
167  requests  by  Sept  3 But  those  who 
have  seen  their  dossiers  have  expressed 
disappointment  at  what  is  not  there 

"There  are  cases  where  the  black- 


outs are  just  absurd,"  Mark  Silverstcin, 
legal  affairs  director  of  the  Colorado 
chapter  of  the  ACLU.  told  The  Denver 
Post-  "In  my  file.  I’m  mentioned  as  a 
speaker  on  behalf  of  the  ACLU.  but  the 
names  of  the  other  speakers  are  blacked 
out-  They  got  up  in  front  of  a crowd 
and  publicly  delivered  a speech,  so 
there’s  no  need  to  protect  their  privacy 
— It’s  not  a private  matter  " 

The  state’s  American  Friends  Ser- 
vice Committee  spent  more  than  two 
weeks  rounding  up  signatures  from 
members  who  slated  that  they  did  not 
want  their  names  blacked  out.  but  the 
names  were  edited  anyway,  said  Sharon 
King,  a stafT  member.  Police  officials 
said  that  members  needed  to  show  up 


in  person,  not  just  sign  the  waivers 
Efforts  to  meet  with  the  city  anomey 
and  Police  Chief  Gerald  Whitman  to 
make  sure  the  organization  was  follow- 
ing procedure  were  unsuccessful.  King 
told  The  Post. 

According  to  the  department,  files 
may  be  viewed  through  Nov.  1 at  po- 
lice headquarters.  Individuals  and  rep- 
resentatives of  groups  must  visit  the 
information  desk  in  person,  with  a com- 
pleted requcst-for-intelligence  form  and 
a valid  photo  ID  Group  representatives 
must  also  have  a completed  and  nota- 
rized affidavit  of  representation. 

Private  citizens  and  activist  groups 
are  not  the  only  ones  seething  over  the 
latest  developments  regarding  police 
intelligence  files  The  police  union,  the 
Denver  Police  Protective  Association, 
has  lambasted  Chief  Whitman  for  or- 
dering supervisors  to  hunt  through  de- 
tectives’ desk  for  more  unreported  files 

Whitman  insisted  that  the  searches 
were  intended  to  make  sure  that  all  of 
the  information  needed  for  a pending 
federal  lawsuit  was  available,  but  DPPA 
president  David  Neil  was  incensed  at 
what  he  said  was  the  shabby  treatment 
of  intelligence  detectives. 

In  the  union’s  newsletter.  Neil 
noted-  "This  was  done  without  the  least 
amount  of  respect  or  dignity  for  the  in- 
vestigators m intelligence  They 
were  treated  worse  than  we  arc  ever 
able  to  treat  suspects  who  have  com- 
mitted crimes" 

Neil  said  some  supervisors  simply 
ordered  the  investigators  out  of  their 
offices  and  did  not  ask  permis.sion  to 
search  the  desks  " ITial's  the  objection." 
he  said  "They  were  not  asked  They 
were  just  told  to  get  up  out  of  there  ’’ 
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Other  Voices 


A roundup  of  ediluna!  views  on  criminal  justice  issues 

The  Search  for  a Sniper 

"Those  of  us  who  live  outside  metropulilan  Washington.  D.C..  can  only  imagine  the  fear  that  has 
enveloped  the  capital  area  in  the  wake  of  sniper  attacks.  Once  this  monster  is  brought  to  justice, 
citizens  should  express  their  outrage  and  demand  immediate  answers  as  to  why  police  were 
deprived  of  a tool  that  could  have  helped  in  the  search  for  the  killer.  The  National  Integrated 
Ballistics  Information  Network  optically  scans  the  markings  on  bullets  or  shell  casings  and  con- 
verts them  into  an  electronic  signature  The  information  is  stored  in  a database  and  can  be  re- 
trieved by  computers  in  235  police  departments  around  the  nation.  Gun-control  opponents  have 
killed  proposals  to  take  that  network  a step  further  by  requiring  gun  manufacturers  to  test-fire 
newly  made  weapons  to  establish  an  electronic  record  of  bullet  markings  and  shell  casings 
Ballistics  registration  would  tell  law  enforcement  which  gun  the  crime  bullet  came  from,  who 
manufactured  it.  who  sold  it  and  who  bought  it  Obviously,  guns  can  be  stolen  and  resold,  but  a 
ballistics  registry  would  at  least  give  police  a starting  point  that  potentially  could  help  lead  to  a 
killer  like  the  one  who’s  terrorizing  the  Washington  area.  This  is  not  a gun-control  issue,  it‘s  a 
public  safety  issue  " 

— The  Buffalo  (N. )' ) News.  Oct  II.  2002 

Tracking  a Sniper 

"In  a capital  still  reeling  from  terror  in  the  sky  and  anthrax  in  the  mail,  news  of  a sniper  on  the 
loose  is  especially  unsettling.  Slowly  police  are  building  a profile  of  the  killer,  but  the  process 
might  be  speedier  if  a national  "ballistic  fingerprint"  system  existed.  A national  system  isn’t 
already  in  place  because  of  objections  by  gun  makers  and  the  National  Rille  Association,  who 
say  It  would  be  tantamount  to  a national  gun  registry.  That  view  may  be  depriving  authorities  of 
a useful  law  enforcement  tool.  Granted,  ballistic  fingerprinting  isn’t  a silver  bullet.  The  data 
might  be  useless  if  the  gun  were  stolen,  and  sophisticated  criminals  might  find  a way  to  get 
around  it.  And  old-fashioned  police  work  will  never  be  obsolete  But  in  a society  wracked  by 
random  violence,  terrorism  and  the  easy  availability  of  weapons,  police  officers  need  the  best 
tools  available  to  slay  one  step  ahead  of  criminals." 

The  St  Louis  Post-Dispatch.  Oct  12.  2002 

How  to  Cdtch  H Snipen  Ballistic  “Fingerprinting*' 

Might  Track  Weapons,  but  Not  Deranged  Minds 

"A  depraved  sniper  is  terrorizing  the  Washington  suburbs  in  Maryland  and  Virginia.  As  the 
police  work  feverishly  to  track  down  this  unknown  killer,  public  hysteria  lends  new  u^ency  to  a 
proposal  to  create  a national  database  of  "gun  fingerprints  ’’  As  always  with  gun  issues,  there  are 
differences  of  opinion  about  fingerprinting  Gun-control  advocates  say  fingerprinting  will  help 
curb  gun-related  violence.  Gun-nghts  advocates,  on  the  other  hand,  view  gun  fingerprinting  as  a 
violation  of  the  Second  Amendment  right  to  bear  arms,  But  when  there's  a crazed  gunman  on  the 
loose,  the  gun  lobby  offers  no  soluttons.  The  National  Rifie  Association  has  been  entirely  mute 
on  the  Beltway  sniper.  That’s  probably  because  the  sniper  blows  holes  in  the  NRA’s  big  aigu- 
ments.  which  arc  that  rifles  pose  no  threat  because  they  are  carried  openly,  that  people  would  be 
safer  if  everyone  packed  a handgun  and  that  baseball  bats  are  just  as  deadly.  Tty  telling  that  to  the 
next  of  kin  of  someone  who’s  been  picked  off  from  200  yards  while  pumping  gas.  But  gun 
fingerprinting  is  not  the  solution,  either,  Even  a national  registry  would  contain  too  many  loop- 
holes to  be  effective  against  a halfway  clever  sniper.  Fingerprinting  would  be  of  little  use  in 
tracking  down  a gunman  who  uses  a single-shot  bolt-action  rifle,  which  some  speculate  that  this 
sniper  is  using  Gun  fingerprinting  would  be  of  no  value  in  finding  a sniper  who  rebores  his  rifle 
Ballistic  fingerprinting  might  have  some  uses,  but  it  has  the  feel  of  one  of  those  technological 
quick  fixes  that  people  think  of  first  whenever  something  bad  happens  " 

— The  Columbus  (Ohio)  Dispatch.  Oct  1 4.  2002 

NRA  Stance  Slows  Sniper  Probe 

■’Desperate  police  in  suburban  Washington.  D C . arc  attempting  to  track  a deadly  sniper  through 
the  vehicles  he  might  be  driving.  Cars  and  vans  can  be  traced,  the  high-powered  rifle  he  is  using 
cannot.  The  tools  exist  to  track  a bullet  back  to  the  weapon  that  fired  it.  But  despite  entreaties  by 
law  enforcement  for  a national  database  of  “ballistic  fingcrprinls,"  the  National  Rifle  Associa- 
tion has  blocked  creation  of  this  critical  crime-fighting  tool  Only  two  states  have  managed  to 
surmount  NRA  lobbying  and  create  computerized  ballistics  fingerprint  databases  But  thanks  to 
the  NRA.  even  those  systems  are  useless  in  this  case  By  law.  the  Maryland  and  New  York  laws 
apply  only  to  handguns,  not  to  long  rifles  such  as  that  being  used  by  the  sniper  While  the  NRA 
now  seems  to  recognize  that  its  stance  is  indefensible  on  any  rational  basis,  it  is  important  to  note 
that  the  group  has  not  reversed  its  opposition  The  National  Rifle  Association  continues  to  cling 
to  the  notion  that  ballistic  fingerprinting  is  a prelude  to  gun  confiscation.  The  NRA's  absolutist 
position  — combined  with  the  cowardice  of  politicians  unwilling  to  confront  them  on  it  — has 
left  the  people  of  Mary  land  vulnerable  to  a terrorist,  and  has  denied  law  enforcement  what  might 
be  an  invaluable  tool  m slopping  this  killing  spree  The  NRA  has  a lot  to  answer  for," 

The  Atlanta  Journal  and  Constitution.  October  II.  2002 

The  Fingerprints  of  a Sniper 

The  sniper  terrorizing  Mary  land  and  Virginia  has  left  behind  something  akin  to  fingerprints  — 
distinctive  marks  left  by  a rifle  on  shell  casings  and  the  bullets  that  shot  down  10  people  as  they 
went  about  their  daily  lives.  But  these  clues  have  been  of  little  or  no  use  to  police  searching  for 
the  killer  or  killers  That’s  because  there's  no  database  of  so-called  ballistic  fingerprints,  nothing 
with  which  to  compare  the  marks  on  the  casings  and  bullets.  The  crack  of  the  sniper's  rifle  has 
broken  a relative  silence  on  gun  control  issues  since  the  2000  presidential  elections.  The  Bush 
administration  has  been  predictably  solicitous  of  the  gun  lobby,  limiting  the  retention  of  gun- 
check  records  and  reversing  decades  of  federal  policy  to  declare  that  the  Second  Amendment 
guarantees  an  individual’s  right  to  bear  arms  Attorney  General  John  Ashcroft  even  stopped  TBI 
agents  from  using  gun  purchase  records  to  determine  whether  terrorism  detainees  after  Sept  1 1 
had  purchased  guns.  Apparently,  it’s  one  thing  to  bend  the  First  and  Fourth  amendments  in  hot 
pursuit  of  terror  suspects,  another  to  tread  even  close  to  the  Second  Amendment.  " 

The  (Portland)  Oregonian.  Oct.  IS.  2002 


Benigni: 

More  SROs, 
fewer  joysticks 


By  Mark  D.  Benigni 

In  the  midst  of  the  accountability  movement, 
too  many  students  are  challenging  themselves  to 
meet  Nintendo  and  Sega  standards  rather  than 
school  proficiency  minimums.  Earlier  this  year, 
following  a grueling  six-month  campaign.  1 anx- 
iously began  my  tenure  as  mayor  of  Meriden. 
Conn.,  a diverse  community  of  about  58,000  resi- 
dents located  roughly  halfway  between  New  Ha- 
ven and  the  state  capital.  Hartford.  As  a former 
teacher  and  current  school  administrator,  it  was 
no  surprise  to  my  constituents  that  education 
would  be  atop  priority  of  my  administration  Fac- 
ing increased  suspensions  and  expulsions  in  our 
schools,  the  need  for  disciplinary  reform  was  ap- 
parent Having  recently  completed  my  doctoral 
dissertation  on  the  role  of  the  school  resource  of- 
ficer (SRO).  having  completed  a week-long  school 
resource  officer  certification  class,  and  after  hav- 
ing participated  in  the  Governor ’s  Prevention  Part- 
nership Workshop  on  Alternatives  to  School  Sus- 
pension and  Expulsion,  the  light  bulb  flicked  on! 

Federal  and  state  governments,  in  response  to 
increased  pressure  from  concerned  parents  and 
educators,  created  new  laws  requiring  school  dis- 
tricts to  Issue  mandatory  suspensions  and  expul- 
sions, and  establishing  barriers  that  make  it  diffi- 
cult to  find  alternative  disciplinary  solutions.  Fed- 
eral law  enacted  in  the  mid-1990s  mandated  that 
school  districts  take  specific  disciplinary  actions 
for  weapons  violations.  In  1995,  Connecticut  leg- 
islators expanded  the  definition  of  a student  pos- 
sessing a deadly  weapon.  These  changes  have  in- 
creased the  number  of  suspensions  and  expulsions. 
In  a related  vein,  in  2001.  the  Connecticut  Gen- 
eral Assembly  adopted  a new  law  designed  to  cut 
the  dropout  rales  in  our  schools,  changing  the  le- 
gal dropout  age  from  1 6 to  1 8 Students  under  the 
age  of  1 8 now  need  the  written  consent  of  a par- 
ent or  guardian  to  drop  out  of  school.  But  what 
will  all  these  statutory  changes  do  to  turn  off  the 
N intendo  and  Sega  video  games  at  home  and  keep 
kids  actively  engaged  in  school? 

As  educators  and  politicians  continue  to  look 
for  creative  measures  to  keep  children  in  school, 
our  suspension  and  expulsion  rates  continue  to 
climb.  Worse,  we  continue  to  send  our  children 
home  to  unsupervised  environments  and  Nintendo 
and  Sega  games  While  some  practitioners  preach 
graduated  systems  of  discipime,  training  for  teach- 
ers. and  modification  of  zero-tolerance  policies.  I 
recommend  the  federally  funded  program  called 
COPS,  for  Community-Oriented  Policing  Ser- 
vices. This  program  funds  school  resource  offic- 
ers. certified  police  officers  who  provide  law  en- 
forcement. law-related  teaching  and  law-related 
counseling  to  our  public  high  schools  This  ap- 
proach requires  a fundamental  belief  that  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  school  violence,  because  all  vio- 
lence is  community  violence  If  wc  arc  going  to 
address  community  violence,  communities  need 
collaboration  among  schools,  police  and  the  ju- 
venile justice  system. 

Behavior  problems  must  be  viewed  in  the  same 
way  as  academic  problems  A student  who  is  hav- 
ing difficulty  in  math  needs  extra  help  Likewise, 
a student  who  is  having  difficulty  with  his  or  her 
behavior  needs  to  learn  self-control.  Whether  in 
schools,  the  workplace  or  even  prison,  you  can 
only  control  people  as  long  as  they  allow  you  to 
do  so,  According  to  Ed  Ford,  developer  of  the 
Responsible  Thinking  process,  parents,  teachers 
and  others  must  view  behavioral  difficulty  as  a 


(Mark  D Benigni  was  elected  m November 
2001  as  the  mayor  of. Meriden.  Conn  . defeating  a 
four-term  incumbent  for  the  office  An  assistant 
principal  at  Berlin  High  School  in  Connecticut, 
he  holds  an  Ed  D degree  in  educational  leader- 
ship from  the  University  of  Hartford,  andhascon- 
ducted  research  into  the  state  of  the  art  in  using 
school  resource  officers  in  the  public  schools  ) 


thinking  problem.  Ford  warns  us  not  to  disrupt 
kids  or  antagonize  them.  When  teachers  and 
school  administrators  push  students  and  develop 
stricter  disciplinary  policies,  students  will  push 
back  and  exhibit  counter-control  We  must  treat 
people  according  to  the  way  they  arc  designed. 
By  presuming  that  all  students  can  be  dealt  with 
in  the  same  way,  we  are  ignoring  their  individual- 
ity and  are.  m essence,  setting  them  up  for  failure 
Educators  mu.st  develop  a new  way  of  operating, 
a method  of  delineating  unnecessary  disturbances. 
My  research  shows  that  school  resource  officers 
can  help 

After  surveys  of  school  superintendents,  po- 

Suspension  and  expulsion 
rates  continue  to  climb, 
[yet]  we  continue  to  send 
children  home  to 
unsupervised 
environments  and 
Nintendo  games. 

lice  chiefs,  principals,  police  supervisors  and 
school  resource  officers  from  10  communities,  and 
additional  interviews  with  SROs.  it  is  clear  that 
the  position  of  school  resource  officer  is  neces- 
sary to  providing  a safe  environment  in  today’s 
public  high  schools  In  particular,  this  is  because 
law  enforcement,  law-related  counseling  and  law  - 
related  teaching  are  three  roles  that  are  best  filled 
by  a qualified  SRO  All  communities  have  teen- 
agers. and  all  teenagers  can  benefit  from  the  pres- 
ence of  an  SRO  in  their  school.  Community  case 
studies  show  that  the  role  of  the  SRO.  and  sup- 
port for  such  officers,  docs  not  vary  between  cit- 
ies and  towns,  or  between  affluent  communities 
and  those  that  are  economically  deprived. 

While  the  research  on  SROs  notes  the  impor- 
tance of  their  functioning  as  law  enforcement  of- 
ficers in  the  schools,  it  did  not  mention  the  SROs’ 
role  in  daily  discipline  Disciplining  high  school 
students  has  become  increasingly  difficult  School 
systems  are  hiring  assistant  principals  and  deans 
of  students  to  address  the  daily  disciplinary  needs 
of  their  schools.  According  to  a 1996  Gallup  Poll, 
the  public  perceives  fighting,  violence,  gangs  and 
a lack  of  discipline  as  the  biggest  problems  fac- 
ing local  public  schools.  Research  on  youth  vio- 
lence released  in  1999  by  the  Connecticut  Safe 
Schools  and  Communities  Coalition  found  that  75 
percent  of  respondents  believe  school  police  of- 
ficers to  be  the  most  effective  school  violence- 
prevention  program, 

This  Connecticut-based  view  was  echoed  na- 
tionally in  a poll  conducted  for  The  Associated 
Press  by  ICR  of  Media,  Pa.,  in  which  65  percent 
of  Americans  surveyed  felt  that  stationing  a po- 
lice officer  in  schools  would  reduce  school  vio- 
Continued  on  Page  10 
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Free  Technical 
Assistance  for 

Establlshlnn 
Oollege-Degree 
Personnel 
Standards  for  Policing 

PACE  — the  Police  Association  for  College  Education 
— IS  a nonprofit  organization  dedicated  to  improving 
policing  by  achieving  a nationwide  minimum  educa- 
tional level  of  a four-year  college  degree  for  officers, 
as  recommended  by  national  commissions  and  the  fed- 
eral courts. 

We  provide  FREE  technical  aid  to  help  your  agency 
attain  this  goal,  and  thereby  increase  quality  profes- 
sional service  and  reduce  liability.  To  learn  more, 
contact; 

Police  Association  for  College  Education,  Inc. 
5200  Leeward  Lane,  Alexandria,  VA  22315 
Tel.:  (703)  971-7935.  Fax:  (703)  922-2768 
E-mail:  Ioumayoapolice-association.org 
Web:  police-association.org 

h vadable  early  2003: 

“Successful  Strategies  for  Recruiting 
CoUege-Degreed  Officers” 
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More  SROs,  less  Sega 


( onlinucd  from  Page  9 
lencc.  Research  by  the  Center  for  the 
Prevention  of  School  Violence  indi- 
cated that  the  presence  of  SROs  in 
schools  makes  students,  teachers  and 
staff  feel  safer,  and  can  be  a positive 
deterrent  to  acts  of  violence. 

As  the  mayor  of  a challenging  city, 
and  a high  school  assistant  principal  in 
a suburban  community,  I see  firsthand 
the  value  that  SROs  bring  to  schools 
and  communities.  SROs  should  be  in- 
volved with  all  suspensions,  both  in- 
school and  out  of  school.  Out-of-school 
suspensions  keep  those  students  who 
most  need  to  be  in  school  out  of  their 
classes  and  on  the  Nintendo  and  Sega 
games.  SROs  need  to  work  with  school 
administration  at  creating  alternatives 
to  out-of-school  suspensions.  School 
and  community  service  programs  can 
be  one  way  for  SROs  to  gel  to  know 
students  and  assist  school  administra- 
tors with  discipline. 

Modified  in-school  suspension  pro- 
cedures can  be  improved  by  having  the 
school  resource  officer  meet  with  those 
who  have  been  suspended  during  the 
day  for  a period  of  group  law-related 
counseling.  Students  are  less  likely  to 
get  themselves  in  trouble  ifthey  under- 
stand and  appreciate  the  consequences 
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of  their  behavior  beforehand.  SRO  pro- 
grams offer  an  opportunity  for  school 
officials  m towns  and  cities  to  be  pro- 
active in  protecting  their  schools  and 
improving  their  educational  environ- 
ment My  city  has  taken  the  productive 
step  of  including  SROs  as  part  of  the 
high  school  suff.  School  resource  of- 
ficers are  the  only  individuals  in  a 
school  setting  with  the  authority  and 
ability  to  make  arrests,  but  more  than 
that,  an  SRO's  primary  purpose  is  to 
deter  students  from  trouble  and  encour- 
age them  to  be  active,  positive  partici- 
pants in  their  school  community. 

Research  points  to  the  need  for  two 
social  systems,  the  schools  and  the  po- 
lice. to  work  together  to  prevent  school 
violence.  The  school  resource  officer 
is  an  important  link  between  the  two 
organizations.  Communities  must  real- 
ize that  their  schools  are  reflective  of 
the  larger  society.  If  crime  is  occurring 
on  the  street,  it  is  also  occurring  in  their 
school  buildings.  When  communities 
recognize  that  tragedies  like  Columbine 
could  happen  at  any  school,  they  will 
then  take  the  necessary  proactive  steps 
to  include  a school  resource  officer  on 
their  school  staffs 

Police  personnel  need  to  see  their 
rote  in  a new  light  School  resource  of- 
ficers are  community  police  officers 
who  work  in  the  community  of  the 
school.  With  the  new  setting  comes  new 
responsibilities  and  duties.  SROs  must 
be  willing  to  get  proper  training  in  law 
enforcement,  law-related  counseling 
and  law-related  teaching  "Having  an 
officer  m school  can  be  a useful  safety 
tool  and  offer  a sense  of  security,  but  I 
think  it’s  essential  that  the  cops  be 
trained  to  work  with  children,"  notes 
Dr,  Steven  Berkowitz,  a Yale  Univer- 
sity psychiatrist  who  works  with  the 
New  Haven.  Conn.,  community  polic- 
ing program 

In  fulfilling  the  roles  of  law  enforce- 
ment officer,  law-related  counselor  and 
law-related  educator,  SROs  become 
proactive  participants  in  community 
efforts  to  insure  safe  and  orderly 
schools.  Selected  otTlcers  collaborate 
with  school  administrators  to  create 


secure  cnvtronmcnu  in  which  teachers 
can  leach  and  students  can  team. 

The  growing  number  of  SRO  pro- 
grams — school  districts  in  more  than 
40  states  currently  have  police  officers 
patrolling  the  halls  — is  an  indication 
that  communities  arc  searching  for  ef- 
fective methods  to  maintain  secure 
schools  and  to  curb  student  violence. 
Deterrents  such  as  metal  detectors  and 
security  guards  have  proven  insufflcienl 
in  dealing  with  students  who  feel  alien- 
ated from  their  peers  or  adults,  or  in 
preventing  intruders  from  disrupting 
schools.  School  boards  are  realizing 
that  a more  long-term,  all-cncompass- 
mg  approach  to  student  alienation  and 
school  safety  has  become  necessary 

Education  professionals,  for  their 
pan.  must  realize  that  often  community 
agencies,  like  the  police,  can  offer  ex- 
penisc  in  many  areas,  including  teach- 
ing and  counseling.  Guidance  counse- 
lors and  teachers  must  do  what  is  best 
for  students,  not  protect  their  role  in  the 
schools.  Educators  must  view  SROs  as 
a resource,  not  a threat  to  their  profes- 
sion Police  personnel  must  also  learn 
to  view  SROs  as  a resource,  not  a threat 
to  the  role  of  municipal  police  officer 
When  educators  and  police  share  their 
knowledge  and  expertise,  students  are 
best  served  and  communities  are 
strengthened. 

For  many  communities.  SRO  pro- 
grams represent  the  first  time  schools 
and  the  police  have  worked  col- 
laboratively  to  improve  community 
quality  of  life.  Educational  leaders 
should  view  SRO  programs  as  an  op- 
portunity for  schools  to  open  their  doors 
to  other  agencies  and  professionals  that 
have  been  typically  locked  out.  In  an 
age  when  schools  are  being  asked  to 
do  more  for  students  and  families.  SRO 
programs  are  breaking  down  barriers 
that  have  tended  to  isolate  public 
schools.  The  challenge  facing  educa- 
tional leaders  is  to  continue  to  search 
for  creative  methods  of  collaboration 
with  other  social  systems  in  their  home 
community.  It  is  time  to  insist  that  our 
students  remain  in  school  programs, 
and  away  from  the  video  games 


Utah  faces  fallout 
from  forfeiture  reform 


Continued  from  Page  I 
taws.  But.  officials  say.  since  the  law 
went  into  effect,  no  money  has  gone  to 
the  schools  cither. 

“The  forfeitures  have  stopped,  and 
not  because  the  money  goes  to  schools 
instead  of  law  enforcement.’’  Clark 
Harms,  deputy  Salt  Lake  County  dis- 
trict attorney,  told  The  Associated 
Press,  "fhere’s  no  money  to  do  it  the 
way  Initiative  B requires  it  to  be  done 
The  chief  problem.  Harms  said,  is 
that  forfeiture  cases  now-  require  a jury 
trial  and  the  appointment  of  an  attor- 
ney. and  there  is  no  money  appropri- 
ated for  either.  And  forfeiture  funds  that 
had  been  used  for  drug  buys  — as  much 
as  $50,000  to  $100,000  per  investiga- 
tion — are  banned  by  Initiative  B 
Torgensen  said  that  the  new  legis- 
lation. which  is  being  proposed  by  a 
coalition  that  includes  the  attorney 
general’s  office,  the  Salt  Lake  district 
attorney’s  office,  the  slate  Board  of 
Pardons  and  the  governor’s  Commis- 
sion on  Criminal  and  Juvenile  Justice, 
will  not  overrum  Initiative  B It  will 
instead  eliminate  the  problems  the  law 


has  caused,  and  strengthen  other  pro- 
visions that  arc  well  founded,  he  said. 

"Protecting  people’s  property  if  they 
really  are  innocent  is  something  the 
Constitution  mandates,"  Torgensen  told 
LEN  “We  are  going  in  and  beefing  that 
up,  making  sure  it's  clear  and  convinc- 
ing. Initiative  B took  the  standard  for 
forfeiting  property  to  ‘clear  and  con- 
vincing evidence’  from  ’ preponderance 
of  evidence  ' We  said,  ‘Hey,  that’s  okay 
with  us  ■ If  wc  can’t  meet  clear  and 
convincing,  maybe  wc  shouldn’t  be 
forfeiting  property. 

Asset  forfeiture  has  become  an  ef- 
fective way  of  enforcing  drug  laws, 
noted  Kal  0.  Farr,  executive  director 
of  the  state  police  chiefs’  association. 
Instead  of  waiting  their  turn  for  appro- 
priations. police  agencies  were  able  to 
utilize  drug-related  dollars. 

"Frankly,  we  didn’t  get  the  money 
wc  needed."  he  told  LEN.  "We’ve  been 
able  to  really  have  an  impact  on  sub- 
stance abuse,  fighting  the  drug  wars, 
using  the  money  we  seized  versus  be- 
fore when  wc  were  prioritized  like  ev- 
erybody else." 
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Enduring,  Surviving  and  Thriving 
as  a Law  Enforcement  Executive. 

Thomas  J.  Jurkanin,  Larry  T.  Hoover.  Jerry  L.  Dowling 
and  Janice  Ahmad,  eds. 

Springfield,  III : Charles  C.  Thomas  Publisher.  2001 
167pp.,  S28.9S 


( hct  Epperson 

At  any  time  m American  policing 
history,  the  top  law  enforcement  offic- 
ers — police  chiefs  and  sheriffs  — have 
the  most  difllcult  and  challenging  po- 
sitions. The  current  trend  m lav/  en- 
forcement is  for  chiefs  and  sheriffs  to 
spend  a comparatively  short  time  in 
their  positions,  as  many  internal  and 
external  forces  come  into  play,  There 
are  few  police  executives  who  have 
enjoyed  at  least  20  years  as  top  cops. 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  Illinois  Law 
Enforcement  Training  and  Standards 
Board.  Jurkanin.  Hoover.  Dowling  and 
Ahmad  have  produced  “Enduring.  Sur- 
viving, And  Thriving  As  A Law  En- 
forcement Executive."  an  interesting, 
thought-provoking  book  for  those  as- 
pinng  to  enhance  their  position  in  po- 
licing — or  wishing  to  enhance  the  top 
position  they  already  hold. 

At  the  onset,  the  book  sets  a solid 
tone  — the  editors  compiled  the  book 
by  interviewing  20  top  police  execu- 
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18. 1 se  of  Foret  Instructor  Certification 
Course.  Presented  by  the  National  Crimi- 
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18-19.  Managing  the  New  Breed:  Geotrs- 
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lives  who  have  served  at  least  20  years 
as  a police  chief  or  sheriff.  A series  of 
sessions  were  conducted  with  the  20 
executives  to  ponder  one  significant 
question  — what  made  you  successful 
as  a law  enforcement  executive?  With 
more  than  400  years  of  police  experi- 
ence serving  as  a basis  and  backdrop 
for  discussions,  the  book  is  a practical 
guide  to  management  and  leadership 
issues.  The  initial  question  to  the  ex- 
ecutives goes  on  to  examine  the  ques- 
tion of  law  enforcement  survival  from 
three  perspectives:  demands  upon  the 
individual,  demands  from  within  the 
police  department,  and  external  and  en- 
vironmental pressures  An  asset  to  the 
book  is  the  source  of  its  content  — in- 
formation gathered  from  the  working 
practitioner  who  has  survived  many 
years  at  the  top.  clearly  surpassing  the 
current  trend 

The  book  is  well  designed  and  cov- 
ers important  aspects  such  as  the  po- 
lice executive's  role,  10  commandments 


Presented  by  the  International  Association 
of  Chiefs  of  Police  Phoenix  $385 

18-22.  Criminal  investigative  .Analysis 
(Criminal  Proriliog).  Presented  by  the  Al- 
pha Group  Center  for  Crime  & Intelligence 
Analysis  Training  Indianapolis  S525 

18-22.  Crime  Analysis  Training.  Presented 
by  the  Alpha  Group  Center  for  Crime  & In- 
telligence Analysis  Training  Grams  Pass. 
Ore  $525 

21- 22.  Managing  Criminal  Investigations. 
Presented  by  the  Imemalional  Association 
of  Chiefs  of  Police  St  Louis  $400 

22- 24.  I3th  Annual  International  Prob- 
lem-Oriented Policing  Conference.  Pre- 
sented by  the  Police  Executive  Research 
Forum  San  Diego 


DECEMBER 

2.  Use  of  Force  Instructor  Cerlificalion 
Course.  Presented  by  the  National  Crimi- 
nal Justice  Training  Council  Ocala.  Fla 
$495 

2-4.  Police  Law  & Legal  Issues:  What 
Every  Police  Manager  Needs  to  Know 
About  the  Law.  Presented  by  the  Interna- 
lional  Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police 
Sparks,  Nev  $460 

2-6.  Criminal  Investigative  Analysis 
(Criminal  Profiling).  Presented  by  the  Al- 
pha Group  Center  for  Crime  & Intelligence 
AnalysisTraining  Cambridge, Ont  . Canada 
$525 

2-6.  Administration  &.  Management  of 
Training.  Presented  by  the  Institute  for  Law 
Enforcement  Administration  Plano.  Texas 

2-6.  Crime  Analysis  1 raining.  Presented  by 
the  Alpha  Group  Center  for  Crime  & Intel- 
ligence Analysis  Training  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Fla.  $525 

S-6.  Lcss-Lclhal  Force  Options:  Selection 


of  being  a police  executive,  managing 
agencies'  critical  components,  em- 
ployee associations,  and  community 
policing.  Each  chapter  draws  on  the 
experiences  ofthc  20  veteran  chiefs  and 
sheriffs,  with  the  editors  doing  a laud- 
able job  of  relating  how  the  top  cop  has 
had  to  contend  with  such  internal  and 
external  forces  as  unions,  media,  citi- 
zen groups,  and  the  sheer  consumption 
of  lime  that  comes  with  being  a top  ex- 
ecutive 

The  editors  caution  lop  executives 
to  do  their  homework  about  new  man- 
agement trends  before  steering  the 
agency  into  uncharted  waters.  There  are 
certainly  new  and  better  ways  to  man- 
age. but  a word  of  caution  to  chiefs  and 


By  C'orrine  Koepf 

Newspaper  headlines  often  include 
drug  dealing,  violence,  corruption  and 
peijury  Today,  these  terms  are  some- 


& Policy  Considemlions.  Presented  by  the 
Imemalional  Association  of  Chiefs  of  Po- 
lice Santa  Ana,  NM  $385 

S-6.  Rapid  Deploy  meol  to  High-Risk  In- 
cidcDis.  Presented  by  the  International  As- 
sociation of  Chiefs  of  Police  Greer,  S C 
$385 

9.  Use  of  Force  Instructor  C'erlificalion 
Course.  Presented  by  the  National  Crimi- 
nal Justice  Training  Council  Chicago  area 
$495 

9-10.  Fear  Management  & Survival  Re- 
sources. Presented  by  the  International  As- 
sociation of  Chiefs  of  Police  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla  $385 

9-U.  Contemporary  Patrol  Administra- 
tion. Presented  by  the  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Chiefs  of  Police  Gastonia.  N C 
$460 

9-11.  Forensic  Investigations  for  First 
Responders.  Presented  by  the  Imemalional 
Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police  Carson  City, 
Nev  $460 

9-13.  Law  Enforcement  Ethics:  Irainthe 
Trainer.  Presented  by  the  Institute  for  Law 
Enforcement  Administration  Plano.  Texas 

9-13.  Police^Medical  Investigation  of 
Death.  Presented  by  the  Intcmational  Asso 
cialionofChiefsofPolice  Miami, Fla  $595 

12-13.  Developing  Facilitation  Skills.  Pre- 
sented by  the  International  Association  of 
Chiefs  of  Police  Virginia  Beach.  Va  $385 

12-13.  Advanced C risis Negotiations. Pre- 
sented by  the  International  Association  of 
Chiefs  of  Police  Ocala.  Fla  $385 


Listings  in  the  Upcoming 
Events  section  are  free  on  a 
first-come,  first-served  basis 
Please  send  particulars  to  the 
Editor 


sheriffs  is  to  check  out  the  mechanics 
before  buying  into  the  new  trend  Simi- 
larly. an  entire  chapter  is  devoted  to 
cultivating  quality  work  m policing  and. 
specifically,  total  quality  management 
Although  TQM  is  widely  used  in  the 
private  sector,  the  editors  do  a good  job 
of  explaining  the  strengths  of  total  qual- 
ity management  in  policing,  as  well  as 
its  shortcomings. 

Being  a chief  of  police  or  sheriff  is 
a demanding  yet  rewarding  experience 
Regardless  of  an  agency's  size,  there 
are  many  external  and  internal  forces 
working  for  and  against  the  man  or 
woman  at  the  top.  The  top  cop  can  never 
be  overprepared  with  having  informa- 
tion that  will  enhance  his  or  her  post- 


times linked  not  only  with  criminals, 
but  with  the  police.  Ethics  courses,  linc- 
officer  accountability  and  performance 
evaluations  are  supposed  to  cure  these 
evils.  But  do  they'’ 

What  IS  it  that  makes  a cop  a cop? 
In  1973,  Milton  Rokeach  reported ona 
survey  he  had  conducted  to  study  the 
“value  differences  between  the  police 
and  citizens  " All  ofthc  police  surveyed 
had  a similar  moral  standard,  which  also 
differed  quite  radically  from  the  stan- 
dards of  the  citizens  surveyed  This 
wasn't  very  surprising  The  unexpected 
result  from  the  survey  was  that  cops 
who  had  been  on  the  police  force  for 
30  years  had  the  same  values  as  those 
who  had  just  joined  the  force  The  au- 
thors define  those  values  as  noble  cause, 
which  is  “a  profound  moral  commit- 
ment to  make  the  world  a safer  place  to 
live." 

In  the  early  1900s,  reformers  were 
engaged  in  a campaign  to  rid  police 
forces  of  graft  and  corruption  August 
Vollmer  believed  that  police  should  be 
professionals  with  high  moral  stan- 
dards. Vollmer's  standards  are  still  be- 
ing used  in  the  recruiting  process  to- 
day, In  1997,  Caldero  recreated 
Rokeach's  study,  which  also  showed 
that  new  recruits  already  have  noble- 
cause  values  in  place  when  they  are 
recruited  If  new  officers  have  the  same 
values  as  older  officers,  where  did  those 
values  come  from?  Caldero  believes 


tion,  “Enduring,  Surviving  and  Thriv- 
ing as  a Law  Enforcement  Executive" 
IS  a well-developed  text,  covering  im- 
portant aspects  for  the  top  police  ex- 
ecutive. Future  and  current  chiefs  and 
sheriffs  should  read  this  book  You  can 
almost  feel  your  tenure  lengthening, 
and  your  commitment  and  contribution 
to  your  agency  and  community  inten- 
sifying, as  you  read. 


(Chet  Epperson,  a 20-year  veteran 
of  policing.  IS  the  patrol  administrative 
sergeant  for  the  Rockford.  Ill . Police 
Department.  He  holds  B S.  and  M B A 
degrees  from  Rodford  College  You  can 
reach  Epperson  via  email  at 
cepp(^aleway  net ) 


that  his  study  proved  that  the  source  is 
not  the  ethics  courses  taught  in  police 
training  academies.  The  primary  source 
must  be  family  and  environmental  val- 
ues with  which  a person  was  raised 

WhaU  then,  is  noble-cause  corrup- 
tion? The  noble  cause  in  itself  can  be 
an  admirable  attribute  Problems  start 
when  police  officers  begin  to  care  too 
much  They  put  the  noble  cause  ahead 
of  legality,  basing  their  actions  on  a 
belief  that  the  end  justifies  the  means. 
This  belief  can  lead  officers  to  admin- 
ister street  justice,  but  there  can  be  no 
guarantee  as  to  the  outcome  of  such 
actions.  It  may  get  the  “bad  guys"  off 
the  street,  but  it  may  also  lead  to  an 
officer  being  brought  up  on  departmen- 
tal charges  When  a police  department 
experiences  corruption  of  the  noble 
cause,  the  most  noticeable  effect  is  a 
lossof  department  credibility.  (Remem- 
ber the  O.J.  Simpson  trial?  ) So.  what 
IS  the  solution  to  the  problem? 

Crank  and  Caldero  not  only  discuss 
the  various  aspects  of  noble-cause  cor- 
ruption. but  how  management  can  deal 
with  It.  They  present  noble-cause  cor- 
ruption m the  context  of  police  history, 
police  culture  and  community  policing, 
finishing  the  book  with  a chapter  de- 
scribing their  vision  of  what  policing 
in  the  21st  century  might  become  This 
is  one  book  on  ethics  that  should  be 
required  reading  m all  police  acad- 
emies 


(Corrine  Koepf  M L.S,  is  the  re- 
source specialist  librarian  for  the  Re- 
gional Community  Policing  Center  at 
the  University  at  Buffalo,  and  the  li- 
brarianfor  the  Buffalo.  N Y.  Police  De- 
partment ) 


Put  your  more  bulk  in 
your  reading  diet: 

Law  Enforcement  News  is  available  on  a limited 
basis  for  bulk  distribution  to  professional  confer- 
ences, training  groups,  college  classes  and  other 
gatherings.  For  more  information  on  how  you  can 
help  improve  the  reading  diet  of  your  colleagues, 
contact  the  Circulation  Department  at  (2! 2)  237- 
442.  E-mail:  len@ijay.cuny.edu. 


Upcoming  Events 


One  you  may  have  missed: 

Why  do  good  cops  go  wrong? 


Police  Ethics:  The  Corruption  of  Noble  Cause. 

By  John  P.  Crank  and  Michael  A.  Caldero. 

Cincinnati  Anderson  Publishing  Co..  2000 
S3-I95 
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What  They 
Are  Saying: 


“I  guess  what  they're  telling  us  is  that  it  is  OK  to  be  a drug  addict,  but  you  can't  have 
bad  eyes." 

— A veteran  officer  with  the  Waco,  Texas.  Police  Department,  reacting  to  the  agency 's  relaxation  of 
hiring  stanciards  regarding  applicants  'drug-use  history  (Story.  Page  5 1 
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